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| ALso, 
4 A SECOND EPIST EE to the 


Obigf Priefis and Elders of the JEWS, - Y 


A On this Subject; together with 
AN ELUCIDATION of a FO 


In Anſwer to the Odjections of Mr. DAVID LEVI, 


as recorded by the famous 2 


ER EPISTLE to chem; 


Relative. to the Accompliſhment of the Predictions concerning 


the FIR Sr Cougif&apd Crucifixion of 


1 M F 8 8 1 A H. 


By the Rev, RICHARD BE E RE, 
1 Rector of SUYBROURE, 7 in LixCOLNSHIRE. 


60 72. Loa N me, and ſaid, Write the A5 and male 
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it plain upon Tables, that he may run that readeth it. For the 


© viſion is yet for an appointed time, bug. at the end it ſhall ſpeak, 


66 
It is of the greateſt importanq in all Prophecies, well to 


and 


Ge : though it tarry wait for it, becauſe it will ſurely come, it 
wot tarry.” - 2d, Chap, Habbakuk. 


un- 


4 derſtand the times, ages, ſeaſons, and periods, when thoſe things 


— ñÆùmn— 


& ſhall happen chat are predicted.” E. WiIacnzsrzx, 


| Lennon: : Printed for the Author, and Sold by Panrons, Pater- 
wer Row, STEWART, Piccadilly, As x, Little Tower Street: 


Whom may b: had Author's for meg Epiſtle. 
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| PREPAGB., 


HEN I wrote my former epiſtle | 7 
to the Chief Prieſts and Elders | 
of the Jews, the great Objects 1 had in 
view, were the following ones. F irſt to 
gire ſuch an explanation of the predic- 
tions contained in the gth chapter of the 
prophet Daniel; as then appeared to me 
to be cable. with revelation, hiſtori- 
cal facts, and an accurate chronology.: 
ſeeondly, to ſet forth the certain- 
ty and proximity, of the final reſto- 
ration of our Hebrew brethren, - to 
their ancient poſſeſſions in the Holy, 
Land; with that of the time of their 
ſubſequent converſion to Chriſtianity 8. 
and thirdly. and laſtly, the time when, 
| — to the old and new wean 
a 2 - The 
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5 the 8 of Chriſt's 1 
3 1 take place here on earth. 
BP TEE are pbjeds that certainlyare of great 
x 6G all mankind, . have — 
7 fene ad the ſatisfackion to learn, from 
the who have thought it worth their 
ile to payſome attention to them; and 
* Whoſe abilities enabled them, to form a 
©. nt of the merits ordemerits of the 
that ĩt as deſerving of the public 
9 85 as an intereſting publication, 
that afforded much information. Some 
_ gentlemen” however, have thought me 
too bos writer, and to ſpeak with too 
much confidence, of thoſe great events, 
as yet in the womb of futurity. In reply 
tothis,; I can only ſay, that it has been my 
endeavour, to found my inveſtigations on 
revelation, hiſtorical facts, al accurate 
* Hence I cannot but think, 
$ t my premiſes are whether I 
| aan a juſt and ack inference from 
them, muſt be ſhewn by time. Since 
* the publication however; of that _ 
95 | | ome 
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tome events have already come t&-paſs ; 

that has induced intelligent men tothink 
that there is at leaſt a great degree 
of probability,of the near approach of the 
appointed time, for the accompliſhment 
of theſe events. I have therefore thought 
it both neceſſary and expedient, now to 

publiſh the preſent work; to ſhew what 
vas the foundation of my former aſſerti- 
ons & of that great event treated of in my 


diſſertation. How far I have properly or 


improperly acquited myſelf on this great 
ſubject, muſt be left to the candid diſ- 
cuſſion of the public. And having myſelf 
ſincerely endeavoured to ſeek for truth, 
and freely communicated it to others; 1 
cannot but hope, that I ſhall experience 
a candid indulgence, for the imperfecti- 
ons incident to human nature, fromevery 
man of candour of all denominations. 
From this perſuaſion and this conviction, 
it has been my endeavour, faithfully'to 
point out my errors in my former epiſtle, 


and to give ſuch ' farther elucidations of 
Da- 


8 a : 4 
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Daniel's predictions, as have appeared to 
me, to be agreeable to truth, reaſon and 
tevelation. And, as in my former epiſ- 
tle to the Jews, at page 196, I declared 
that I thought they had reaſon to hope, 
from the word of God; that in one (pro- 
phetic) day's time, their graves would 
begin to be opened, and their ſcattered 
bones begin to come together Bone to his 
S bone; it is here neceſſary todeclare, thatl 
then thought their reſtoration verynear at 
| hand: agreeable to the tenor of my pre- 
ſent differtation. I could not however 

then properly ſpeak in direct terms, be · 
cauſe I had not then made the calculation 
pf the ſolar eclipſe recorded by Thucy- 

dides; without which we could not aſtro- 
nomicallyfix the exact year. There is alſo 
another circumſtance, concerning which 
I was not then ſo well convinced of, as I 
am at this time. This is, of the year 
wherein Darius croſſed the Helleſpont, 
to go againſt the Macedonians. and the 
Scythians. For when Herodotus gives 
us 


C 


us the inſcription, that was on the I 


pillar which Darius ſet up, on the 
banks of the river Fearus, after er6(- 
fing the Bofphorus, he does not give 
us Lay date inſcribed on the pillar, For 
the account he gives us of it in his fourth 
bock, ' is as follows. Darius encamp- 
_ ing at this river. (Tearus) was ſo pleaf- 
cc ed, that he erected a pillar with' the 
0 following inſcription. ThE SPRINGS 
«or THE TeARUS YIELD THE BEST AND 


« MOST BEAUTIFUL WATER OF. ALL R- 


« RN; DARIUS, rug so or HYS- 
ec TASPES, KING OF THE PzRSANs, AND 
c or ALL THE CONTINENT, THE BEST 
© AND MOST EXCELLENT OF MEN, LEAD> 
© ING AN ARMY AGAINST THE SCYTHI- 
© ANS, ARRIVED HERR.“ 

For want therefore of the date (if 
there was any) that was inſcribed on this 
pillar, I could only learn, from other 
paſſages in this author, and other hiſto- 
rians, that it was the 8th or gth year 
of the reign of Darius: and with Dean 
Prideaux, I now fix it at the latter year, 


| 


| | 
| 


; 
| 
| 
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alſo that they ſignified 2300 years, and 


Holy Spirit, for the fake of his dear ſon 
Jeſus Chrift, to his own eternal — 


„ 
cad e ha was rightly fixed, 


"and that the commencement of the 2300 
Prophetie days certainly then began; as 


Gy 1 have properly corrected our chro- 
„ by the calculation of a ſolar 
. 4 recorded by Thucydides; then 


vo may moſt aſſuredly expect che great 


event, treated of in this work, to be 


5 pie NBXT YEAR. 


And that it may, God of his infinite 


ower of his 


mercy, grant, through the 


Amen, 


* glory 5 


ö 
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accompliſhment of the prophecies contained 
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tber faint ſaid unto that .certain faint. 
0 which ſpeak. How long ſhall be . the 
| * v 81 on concerning the daily facrifie, and 
4 the tranſgreſſion of 4 eſfolation, fo give both. 


<2 the SANCTUARY and the, HOST to be troden . 


under foot? And be ſaid unto me, unto TWO. 
©, THOUSAND, AND THREE HUNDRED DAYS,, 


9 N Sali the SANCTUARY be chanſed.” 
Daniel, chap. viii. verſe 13 and 14 


127 
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1 is a very juft obſervation, that has been 
L frequently made by theological writers 
of diſtinguiſhed merit ; that the compleat 


in Holy Writ, are among the ſtrongeſt evi- 
dences of the truth of our moſt holy religion. 
The due conſideration therefore of thofe 
ſignal events, whereby the Divine predictions 
B are 


| 


are fulfilled, whether paſt preſent or to come, 
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cannot fail to ſtrengthen our faith in CRI T 
the Lord: and through him to encreaſe our 
love for God the Father. | 


| : For this reaſon alſo, it | ſhould ſeem it was, 


that St. Peter particularly exhorted the diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt to attend to the ſure word of 
prophecy ; the which we find he does in a 
molt eſpecial manner in his ſecond epiſtle: 

for in the firſt chapter of that epiſtle, he 


primarily affures the diſciples, that they, the 
apoſtles, had not followed cunningly deviſed 


fables, when they made known unto them 
the power and coming of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt. And then, in confirmation of this 
aſſurance, bears his | teſtimony, that he, 
with the two other apoſtles, James and John, 


were eye witneſſes of the Majeſty of our bleſ- 
ſed Lord; when he received honour and glory 


from God the Father, by a voice that came 


to him from heaven from the excellent glory: 
ſaying, This is my beloved ſon, in whom 
« I am well pleaſed.” 


2 After 


633 


After which the apoſtle farther adds, „We 
« have alſo a more ſure word of prophecy, 
by whereun to ye do well to take heed „as unto. 
*« a light that ſhineth in a dark place, until 
« the day dawn, and the day ſtar ariſe in - 
your hearts; knowing this firſt, that no 
ho prophecy of the ſcripture proceedeth from 
« any man's preſcience or foreknowledge, for 
te the prophecy, (ſays he) came not in old 
« time by the will of man, but holy men of 
„God ſpake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt,” 


We therefore cannot but think that we ſtand 
in no need of an apology to the public, when 


we defire to call their moſt ſerious attention, 


to the due contemplation of the great ſubject 
comprehended in this prediction. A predic- 
tion which not only contains a very important 
and myſterious queſtion ; but alſo ſuch a 
gracious declaration, as could originate only 
from him, who (as the apoſtle Paul obſerves,) 


can ſpeak of things that are not, as though 


they were: even the Lord God Almighty, 
whoſe mercy endureth for ever. Even he, 
the great Jehovah, who hath ſpoken and faid, 

B 2 © I will 


6:#9 


# will work, and who ſhall let it. 1 have 


declared the former thin gs from the begin- 
ning. and they went forth out of my mouth, 

cc and I ſhewed them; I did them ſuddenly, 
* and they came to paſs; for I am God, and 


cc there i is none elſe; I am God, and there is 


* none like me, declaring the end from the 
r beginning, and from ancient times the 
* things that are not yet done. Saying, my 
« council ſhall ſtand, and I will do all my 
*« pleaſure, and I will place falvation in Zion 
*« for Iſrael my glory. Behold the former 
things are come to paſs, and new things do 


] declare; before they ſpring forth I tell 


*« you of them, for I am Jehovah, and that 


is my name, and my glory will I not give 
40 to ber. neither my praiſe to 1 


images. 


| 1 then it is, that all faithful and true 


| believers, are well- grounded in, the firm pet- 


ſuaſion, that the whole of the divine predic- 
tions contained in ſacred Writ, will be entirely 
fulfilled at their appointed time. And among 
the reſt, that grand prediction and gracious 

decla- 


(9) 
declaration contained in theſe words. But 
what is more, we are bold to ſay, that we 
have authority to declare to our readers, from 


the word of God; that it ſhould ſeem, at length 
the time is come, the joyful year arrived. 
when the Lord God Almighty will now begin 
to cleanſe his holy Sanctuary, and no longer 
ſuffer his people, his 50%, to be troden under 
foot. This appears in an eſpecial manner 
from the chapeer (*) from whence theſe 


words 


(*) In order to ſave the reader the trouble of turning to the 
Bible, and that he may have a better inſight into the nature of 
the great ſubject of this diſcourſe, I ſhall here ſabjoin the whole 
of this viſion, as it ſtands in our tranſlation 3 and which is as 
follows, viz. 


In the third year of the reign of king Belſhazzar, a viſion 
appeared unto me, even unto, me Daniel, after that which ap- 
«« peared unto me at the firſt, And I ſaw in a viſion (and it came 
« to paſs when I ſaw, that I was at Shuſhan, in the palace, which 
« js in the province of Elam) and I ſaw in a viſion, and I was 
« by the river of Ulai. Then I lifted up mine eyes and ſaw, and 
* behold, there ſtood before the river, a ram which had twohorns, 
* and the two horns were high : but one was higher than the 
other, and the higher came up laſt, I ſaw the ram puſhing 
« weſtward, and northward, and ſouthward, ſo that no beaſt 
might ſtand before him, neither was there any that could deli- 
« ver out of his hand, but he did according to his will, and be- 


came 


Er 


(6) 


1 


words are taken; wherein we are informed, 
that it pleaſed the Lord our God, to reveal 


* came great. And as I was conſidering, behold, an he - goat 


came from the weſt, on the face of the whole earth, and 


* touched not the ground; and the goat had a notable horn 
e between his eyes. And he came to the ram that had two horns, 
« which I had ſeen ſtanding before the river, and ran unto him 
* in the fury of his power. And 1 ſaw him come cloſe unto 
« the ram, and he was moved with choler againſt him, and ſmote 
«« the ram, and brake his two horns, and there was no power in 
* the ram to ſtand before him, but he caſt him down to the ground, 

« and ſtamped upon him ; and there was none that could deliver 


4 the ram out of his hands. Therefore the he-goat waxcd very 


«© great, and when he was ſtrong, the great horn was broken, and 
« for it came up four notable ones, toward the four winds of hea- 


'* ven. And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which 
r waxed exceeding great, toward the /outh, and toward the aff 


e and toward the pleaſant land. And it waxed great, even to the 


«© hoſt of Heaven, and it caſt down ſome of the hoſt, and of the 
«« ſtars to the ground, and ſtamped upon them. Yea he magni- 
46 fied himſelf even to (or againſt) the Prince of the Hoſt, and 
t by him the daily ſacrifice was taken away, and the place of his 
« ſax&uary was caſt down. And an hoſt (or an appointed time) 


« was given him againſt the daily ſacrifice by reafon of tranſ- 
% greſſion (or, the hoſt was given over for the tranſgreſſion 


4 againſt the daily ſacrifice). and it caſt down the truth to the 


« ground, and it practiſed and proſpered. Then I heard one 
« ſaint ſpeaking, and another ſaint ſaid unto that certain ſaint 
* which ſpeak, how long ſhall be the viſion concerning the daily 


* ſacrifice, and the tranſgreſſion of deſolation, to give both the 


i ſanctuary and the hoſt to be troden under foot? And he ſaid 
«© unte 


3 


unto this prophet, the appointed tithe when 


this _ event was to take place! For 


2 unto erothouſan and three hundred dr. then ſhall 
r x 


« And it came .to paſs, SF L Dl had ſeen the 
& viſion, and ſought for the meaning, then behold, there ſtood 
before me as the appearance of a man. And I heard 4 m 
« yoice between the banks of Ulai, which called and ſaid, Gabriel. 
make this man to underſtand the viſion. So he came near where 
„I ſtood: and when he came I was afraid, and fell upon my face; 
« but he ſaid unto me, underſtand O Son of Man; for at the time 
of the end mall be the viſion. Now as he was ſpeaking with 
« me, I was in a deep ſleep on my face toward the ground: but he 
% touched me, and ſet me upright. And he ſaid, behold, I will 
make thee know what ſhall be in the laſt end of the indignation : 
« for at the time appointed ſhall be the end. The ram which 
« thou ſaweſt | having two horns, are the kings of Media and 
« Perſia, And the rough goat is the king of Grecia, and the 
* great horn that is between his eyes, is the firſt King. Now 
that being broken, whereas four ſtood up for it, four kingdoms 
** hall ſtand up out of the nation, but not in his power., And in 
« the latter time of their kingdom, when the tranſgreſſors are 
come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and underſtand- 
« ing dark ſentences, ſhall ſtand up. and his power ſhall be mighty, 
hut not by his own power: and he ſhall deſtroy wonderfully, 
and ſhall proſper and practice, and ſhall deſtroy the mighty, 
* and the holy people. and through his policy alſo he ſhall cauſe 
*« craft to proſper in his hand, and he ſhall magnify himſelf in his 
heart, and by Peac: (or in proſperity) ſhall deſtroy many. He 
4 ſhall 


6 9 
therein, we are told, that in the third year of 
the reign of Belſhazzar king of Babylon, 
Daniel ſaw a viſion; in the palace of Shuſhan, 
. on the banks of the river Ulai, in the pro- 

vince of Elam; in the kingdom of Perfia; in 

which viſion there was repreſented unto the 
prophet, by the two hierog] yphic ſymbols of 
ram and goat, all the great warlike exploits 
+ of the two mighty empires of the Mede- 
Perſians | and the Macedonic Grecians ; and 
by the ſymbol of a little horn ariſing out of 
one of the great horns of the goat, and waxing 
exceeding great toward the ſouth, and toward 
the. caſt; and toward the pleaſant land; there 
was likewiſe prefigured before him, all the 
great and fignal enterprizes of another 
nation, againſt Egypt, Greece and the Holy 
Land. And that, until they were to take away 
the daily ſacrifice, (or the place of the daily 


r ll... 


« ſhall alſo ſtand up againſt the Prince of Princes, but he ſhall be 
« broken without hand. And the viſion of the evening and the 
„ morning (or the evenings and the mornings) which was told is 
cc true: wherefore ſhut thou up the viſion, for it ſhall be for many 
oc days. And I Daniel fainted and was ſick certain days. After- 
« wards I roſe up and did the king's buſineſs. And I was aſto- 
c niſhed at the viſion, but none underſtood it.“ 


ſacrifice, 


= © a 4 hd fd od ed @% © > _=k 


(9.) 


cenie) and to caſt deen the ae of his 
ſanctuary; yea and firtheradoce! to practice 
and proſper, and to deſtroy the holy people: 
nay and What is more, to magnify themſelves 
againſt the Prince of the "hoſt, and ſtand up 
againſt him the Prince of Princes. And this we 
learn they were to do, until the ſanctuary was 
to begin to be cleanſed, and the 5% no lon- 
ger troden under Foot. But when this latter 
great event is to take place, we muſt learn 
from the due contemplation of theſe words, 
and the preceding recital of the viſion con- 
tained 1 in this chapter; connected with the 
ſubſequent explanation of the viſion by the 
angel Gabriel, We therefore in the firſt 
place obſerve, that Daniel informs us, in the 
beginning of this chapter, that the firſt thing 
he ſaw in the viſion, after he Had lifted up 
his eyes, was the ram ſtanding before the 
river, with two horns, one higher than the 
other; and that he ſaw the ram puſhing weſt- 
ward and northward and ſouthward, ſo 
that no beaſt might ſtand before him, neither 
Was there any that could deliver out of- his 


RR 


* | ( 46 ) 
hand: but he did according to bis will, and 
became * — 


| "Again, at the 4 cord; ſc this 
agg the prophet tells us, that after he 
had ſeen the viſion and ſought out the mean- 


ing of it, there ſtood before him as the 


appearance of a man; and that he heard a 
man's voice between the banks of the Ulai, 
which called and ſaid «© Gabriel, make this 
man to underſtand: the viſion” —Afer this 
he alſo farther acquaints us, that the angel 
accordingly came unto him and ſaid, © Behold 
J will make thee know what ſhall be in the 
« haſt end of the indignation, for at the time 
s appointed ſhall be the end.“ It alſo evident- 
ly appears, from the ſubſequent part of the 
chapter, that the angel did proceed to give him 
the explanation of the viſion; and in this ex- 
planation we are led to underſtand, that he 
informed Daniel that the ram ſignified the 
kings (or rather the united kingdoms) of 
Media and Perſia, as alſo the goat that of 
Grecia. And after Gabriel had finiſhed the 
explanation, we find he concluded the 
| | whole, 


a Ma on he. 
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. 
whole, with "IR, « And the viſion of the 
evening and the morning (or rather of the 
« evenings and the | mornings) which was 
« told is | true, wherefore ſhut thou up the 

« viſion, for it ſhall be för many days. By 
which expreſſion of * many days,” and from 

the prophet being commanded to ſhut up the 
viſion ; it is very evident, that the Holy Spirit 
here intimated by the angel, that from the 
commencement to the termination of the vi- 
fion, there was to be a long period of time. 
This alſo appears to be farther confirmed, by 
what the angel before faid, when he told the 
prophet, he would make or cauſe him to know, 
what ſhould be in the laſt end of the indig- 
nation. | 


| Now from the due conſideration of the va- 

rious predictions of prophetic days, contained 
in the book of this prophet ; it alſo evidently 
appears, that the Holy Spirit, by theſe prophe- 
tic days, always ſignified either ſo many 
common weeks, common months, or common 
years, as there were days in theſe predictions, 
All of which different kinds of notation, the 
| C 2 | Holy 


(448) 


Holy Spirit did make uſe of, in the revelations 
delivered to us by this'prophet. This I could 
here exemplify in ſeveral inſtances; but they 
would too much increaſe the bulk of this diſ- - 
courſe. They may however be ſeen at large, 

5 in my firſt epiſtle to the Chief Prieſts -and 
Elders of the Jews. I ſhall therefore here 
only obſerve, that in this inſtance they cer- 
tainly meant ſo many years. For two thou- 
ſand three hundred weeks, amount only to 
forty-four years, one month and one day ; and 
. two thouſand three hundred months only to 
one hundred and ſeventy-ſix years, four 
months and four days; but we know that 
more than two thouſand years have now paſſed 
away, fince Alexander the Great deſtroyed 
the Medo-Perſian empire; we therefore muſt 
. infer from hence, that theſe 2 300 prophetic 
| days, moſt aſſuredly meant ſo many years.— 
Well therefore might the angel ſay, that the 
viſion ſhould be Ge many days; ſeeing 2300 
years are more than a rhird part of the duration 
of the world, from the creation to the preſent 
time. We have however the ſatisfaction to 
| know, that theſe days are now very near at 
an 
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an end, For fince the firſt thing which 
Daniel ſaw in the viſion, was the ram puſbing 
wel ward and northward and fouthward ; we 
do not heſitate to conclude, that it is at leaſt 
highly probable, if not abſolutely certain'; that 
theſe years were. to begin, when the Perſian 
kings began to puſh their arms, and to en- 
deavour to extend their conqueſts; weſtward 
and northward and ſouthward of the kingdom 
of Perſia; and that they were certainly to 
end, when the /an#uary was to be cleanſed 
and the hoft no longer troden under foot. 


Now by the term /an#uary, we underſtand 
that the Holy Spirit here ſignified, either the 
Holy Temple of God that was built at Jeru- 
ſalem, or the true church of Chriſt, or elſe 
the land of Judea; becauſe the original im- 
port of the word ſignified the holy or moſt 
holy place. But as the temple was entirely de- 
ſtroyed, many hundred years ago, by the Ro- 
mans; we are led to think, that the Holy 
Spirit by this word, did moſt certainly here 
mean, either the true church of Chriſt or the 
e of Judea; a land called in this viſion the 
pleaſant 


(4) 


dean: aebi d f pro- 
miſe, and the holy land: a land polluted at 
_ this day by the groſs abominations of infidels. 


f therefore by the term ſanctuary, we are to 


underſtand either the Holy Land or the church 


| of Chriſt, we muſt conclude that by the word 


boft was meant either Jews or Chriſtians, or elſe 
2 God's people of both denominations ; and 
| becauſe neither Jews nor Chriſtians are at this 
day emaneipated from the great powers of 
Antichriſt; Rome and the Porte, we muſt 
from thence infer, that theſe years are not yet 
quite compleatly ended. But by a due conſi- 
deration of the great tranſactions and divers 
fignal enterprizes of the Medo-Perſian kings, 
before that mighty empire was deſtroyed by 
Alexander, the great Grecian king; we find 
theſe days are now very near at an end. To 
prove this, we need only conſult the beſt hiſto- 
rians of thoſe days; and among theſe, we find 
that Herodotus, one of the moſt venerable 
and one of the moſt veritable hiſtorians of all 
antiquity, has moſt undoubtedly informed us, 
of nearly the exact time of the commencement 


of the viſion : for this excellent author, as is 
well 
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well known, wrote an hiſtory of the affairs of 
the Medes and Perſians, above tro thouſand 
and two hundred years ago; and therefore lived 
in the age wherein many of their great actions 
were performed. Nay we are told, that he was 
himſelf an.eye witneſs, of many of the tranſactĩ · 
ons which he relates in his hiſtory; and all thoſe 


other great events, which he relates therein, 


that fell not immediately under his on cog- 
nizance, he declares he gives us from the beſt 
informations that he could obtain in thoſe 
days. To this we may add, that it is a well- 
recorded fact, that after he had compoſed his 
hiſtory, he went to the Olympic games, and 
there rehearſed his compoſition before many 
of the greateſt men in Greece; and then and 
there received from them, the greateſt plau- 
dits of applauſe for his excellent work. We 
are alfo told, that many of thoſe great men that 
were then afſembled there, in order to celebrate 
the games and rehearſe their own exploits: 
were perſonally preſent in thoſe great battles, 
of which he gives us ſuch an Go relation. 


"Hance then I think we may afely rely on 
bis: authority in this matter, and this more 


eſpecially, 
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eſpecially when we conſider, that although 
ſo many hundred years have no elapſed ſince 
he wrote his hiſtory; no man has ever yet 
ventured, no more than his contemporaries 
_ did then, either fairly to confute him, or truly 
to impeach his veracity, e e the great 
per of the Perſians. 


Now. in the fourth. book of his killers of 
theſe. people, he informs us they did moſt 
aſſuredly endeavour, to extend their conqueſts 
wet ward and northward and ſouthward of the 

kingdom of Perſia. That is to ſay, weftward 
into Greece, northward into Scythia, and 

 Suthward i into Egypt and other parts of Lybia 
or Africa. And this he acquaints us they did 
all in one year; namely about the ninth year of 
the reign of king Darius Hyſtaſpes: called alſo 
by way of diſtinction, from other kings of that 
name, Darius the Perſian. That great and 
renowned prince, who iſſued out the decree 
for rebuilding of Solomon's temple, in the 
days of Haggai and Zachariah ; as we are 
informed in the.6th chapter of the book of 
Ezra. And this decree, this learned ſcribe 
acquaints 


( 17 ) 
| acquaints us, was. iſſued out in the fecond year 
of the reign of that prince; and that the tem- 
ple was. finiſhed in the month Adar, in his 
ſixth year. Theſe texts are alſo confirmed 
by that other great Jewiſh hiſtorian Joſephus. 


Again, Herodotus alſo further informs us, 
that this prince was the firſt Perſian monarch, 
that ever marched an army out of Aſia into 
Europe. And that this he did, by buildiog 
a bridge over the Euxine ſea, at the Thracian 
Boſphorus ; from the city of Chalcedon in Aſia 
to the oppoſite ſhore in Europe, near to the 
city of Byzantium, now called Conſtantinople; 

At which time, as we are tald by this au- 
thor, he marched over it with an army of ſeven - 
hundred thouſand men; firſt weſtward into 
Macedon in Greece, and then northward into 
Scytbia. This excellent hiſtorian likewiſe 
aſſures us, that in the ſame year, Darius ſent 
| another army ſouthward into Libia or Africa, 


Now fince it appears above that this was, 
according to our author, in ſome part of the gth 
year of the reign of that Prince; it muſt cer- 
tainly have been about two years after the tem- 

D ple 


499 


1 was rebuilt by Zerubbabel the governor of 
f Judah, and Joſhua the ſon of Joſedech the high 
Prieſt. It is alſo a certain fact, the truth of 


which can be proved both hiſtorically and 
be aſtronomically z (®) that in the twelfth Jew- 
7 iſh 


: 


-- 


"{*) This 1 prove in the following manner. Firſt 1 find 


that Thucydides, in his hiſtory of the war between the 
| Athenians and the Lacedemonians, called the Peloponeſian 
war, ſays that in the firſt year thereof, there was an eclipſe 
of the ſun at Athens, on a ſummer's day in the afternoon, ſo 
great that the ftars appeared. We are alſo, in the next 
place, informed that Rhodius was victor in the Olympic 
Games in the 4th year of that war, and that this was at the 
end of the 87th and the beginning of the 88th Olympiad. 
Hence then it is certain, the firſt year of the ſaid war was in 
tze firſt year of the 87th Olympiad. Again, it alſo appears, 

from the Greek and Roman hiſtorians, that the 4th year of 
the 202d of the Greek Olympiads, began at the ſummer 
folſtice preceding the commencement of the 19th year of the 


reign of the Roman emperor Tiberius Cæſar: and this year 


began in the Auguſt ſucceeding the crucifixion of Chriſt, 
From the ſummer ſolſtice, therefore, at the beginning of 
the Peloponeſian war, to that ſucceeding the crucifixion of 
Chrift, was juſt 463 years. | 

Now according to our common Chriſtian æra, 6 which 
I have proved indiſputably to be true, in my firſt epiſtle to 
* chief prieſts and elders of the Jews,) there have elapſed 


1756 
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iſh month, the month Adar, of the preſent 
year, there will have elapſed 2 302 years, ince 
the a 


1756 years ſince the crucifixion : at the vernal equinox this 
_ year, A. D. 1790. If then we add theſe 1756 years to the 
foregoing 463, we have in the whole 2219 years; for the 
time from the ſummer ſolſtice in the firſt year of the Pelopo- 
neſian war, to that in the preſent year : according to the 
| hiſtorical account. 

I likewiſe find there are in 2219 years 70024843203 ſeconds. 
And from the time of the vernal equinox this year, being 
March 20d. gh. 38m. in the morning, to the time of the 
new moon in Auguſt, this year, being on the 10th day at 2 | 
hours 44 minutes in the afternoon, .there are 143d. 5h, 6m. 
or 12373560 ſeconds. , From the vernal equinox therefore 
2219 years ſince, to the new moon in Auguſt this year, 
there are 750037216763 ſeconds, ; And herein there are con- 
tained 27450 lunations and 10641 3 ſeconds, and therefore 
the vernal equinoctial new moon 2219 years ago, was at 
106413 ſeconds after the equinox, I alſo find that in 2219 
years, or 7002484 3203 ſeconds, there are contained 810472 
days and 62403 ſeconds, And becauſe the vernal equinox 
this year, is on March the 20d. gh. 38m. in the morning, 
it was therefore 2219 years ſince, at 4h. 17m, 57ſec. in the 
afternoon. And becauſe: the firſt new moon ſucceeding that 
equinox, as above appears, was only 106413 ſeconds after 
it; the ſaid vernal new moon in that year, was at 9 hours 
51 minutes 30 feconds in the afternoon. Now from the 
vernal equinoQtial new moon to that in Auguſt there are five 


lunations, and in five lunations there are 12757215 ſeconds, 
D 2 dene 
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| the temple was s compleatly x rebuilt by Zerub- 
babel and Joſhua ; and becauſe king Darius 


made 


cham the o new moon in Auguſt 2219 years ſince, was at 
12863628 ſeconds after the yernal equinox in that year. 
And becauſe i in 12863628 ſeconds there are 148 days and 
76428 ſeconds; or 21 hours, 13 minutes, 48 feconds; the 
new moon that year in Auguſt, was on the day that anfwers 
to the 16th of Auguſt in the preſent year; and was at 1 hour 
31 minutes 45 feconds mean time in the afternoon for the 
8 meridian of London; and at 3h. 7m. 45ſec. mean time, and 
th, 38m. true time, for the meridian of Athens. Now I find 
by White's ephemeris for this prefent year A. D. 1790; that 
at the time of the ne moon in Auguſt, the place of one of 
the moon's nodes at the conjunction, is nearly in 4 degrees 
54 minutes of the ſign Scorpio. And becauſe a revolution 
of one of the nodes, is performed in nearly 589338947 fec. 
of time, and half a revolution in 294669473 feconds; 
there appears to have been compleated, 118 revolutions 
9 figns 24 ' degrees 56 minutes, from the new moon in 
Auguſt that year to the new moon in Auguſt this year. 
And therefore the place of one of the moon's nodes on the 
day in that year, anſwering to our 16th of Auguſt in this 
year, was in 2q degrees 50 minutes 52 feconds of the ſign 
Leo; which is about 5 degrees 23 minutes 26 ſeconds from 
the ſur's place in the ecliptic at that time. This than muſt 
molt certainly have occafioned an eclipſe of the ſun at that 
time. For it is welt known to thoſe converſant in the com- 
mon principles of aſtronomy, that there muſt always be a 
ſolar eclipſe at the new moon, when the ſun is not more than 


17 degrees diſtant from either of the nodes; and a total one 
when 


6219 
made his three great expeditions, weſtward 
and northward and ſouthward, at the end 
23 3 


when he is ſo near the node as he was at that time, and at the 
ſame time the moon's apparent diameter greater than that of 
the ſun's. And this appears then to have been the caſe, by at 
leaſt nineteen ſeconds; the moon's ſemi- diameter being nearly 
16 minutes 39 ſeconds; and the ſun's only about 16 minutes 
20 ſeconds. For the moon's meax anomaly for the vernal 
equinoctial new moon this year, appears by the aſtronomical 
tables to be not leſs than 11 ſigns 16 degrees 35 minutes 40 
ſeconds; to which if we add that of 5 lunations, equal to 4 
ſigns 9 degrees 5 minutes 2 ſeconds, to bring it to the new 
moon in Auguſt, it gives the mean anomaly at that time, 
equal to 3 figns 25 degrees 10 minutes. Hence I find her 
mean anomaly at the new moon in Auguſt 2219 years ago, 
was 5 ſigns 23 degrees 35 minutes, being for 27445 luna- 
tions, the number that has elapſed from the month of Auguſt 
then to that in the preſent year. And from this computa- 
tion of the ſun and the moon's diſtance from the node, at 
the conjuction at that time, being 5 degrees 23 minutes 26 

ſecends, and that of the moon's mean anomaly as above, 
of 5 ſigns 23 degrees 35 minutes; J find the elements for 
calculating the eclipſe at that time, to be nearly as follows, 


according to mean time. 


min. ſec. 
Semi-diameter of the earth's diſk 60 43 


Moon's latitude north - 2s 30 
Moon's horary motion - 3 
Sun's horary motion 32 
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of two years or r thereabouts, after the tem- 
ple was finiſhed ; there will moſt certainly 
w_- 4 away, 2 300 years fince that 

1 time 


Ip), 


. | g . | ? a a min. ſec. f 
"Moon's horary motion from the ſun — 35 2 
Sun's ſemi-diameterr — — W166 a0 
Moon's ſemi-diameter wh * 16 39 


- 


'Semi-diameteriof the penumbra 32 59 
{ta deg, min. 
"Sus a diſtance "OR the neareſt ſolſtice 3 vv 


. Sun's declination north decreaſing - 13 30 
Angle of the moon's viſible path with the bot 
—_—_— 5,35 
From theſe elements, I conſtruc̃t this eclipſe, according to 
the following ſcheme or diagram; whereby it appears, the 
ſun was viſibly and totally eclipſed, at that time, on the 
-parrallel and in the meridian of Athens; in 37 deg. 40 min. 
north latitude, and 23 deg. 52 min. eaſt longitude from the 
-meridian of London. For in this ſcheme, the ſemi-circle A 
B C D A repreſents the northern half of the earth's en- 
| lightened diſk; the ſemi- diameter thereof A D being equal 
to 60 min. 43 ſec. and A C the whole diameter, a part of 
the ecliptic, equal to 121 min. 26 ſec. The axis of the 
ecliptic is alſo B D, and the angle BD is the ſun's decli- 
nation 13 deg. 30 min; and that of PD E is that of the co- 
latitude of Athens, equal to 52 deg. 20 min: and therefore 
the angle BDE is equal to 65 deg. 50 min. and conſequently 
the angle E D A, the complement to go degrees, equal to 


24 deg. 10 min. Again, D F in the axis of the ecliptic B 
D is 


4 
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time, towards the beginning of the next 
Jewiſh year—That is to ſay, 510 years 


and 


D is equal to. 28 min. 30 ſec, the moon's latitude ;_ and 


therefore the line E H parrallel to D F equal to 24, 74. 
For ſince the angle E D A is equal to 24 deg. 10 min. the 
line E H is to that of A D, equal to E D, as 24, 74 to 60 
43: for it is, as radius: fine 24d., 10m. :: 60, 43: 44, 74» 
equal to the line E H. And, as radius: the coſine, 24d. : 


10m. :: 60, 43: 55, 13, equal to the line D H. In this 
caſe FH the line E I will repreſent the parallel, or 


the path of Athens, at the time of the eclipſe; PD being 


the axis of the earth, and P the north pole. Again, the line 


AG is parallel to that of D F, by making therefore the an- 


gles AGM and that of D F M equal, and each 84 deg. 
25 min. the complement of the angle of 5 deg. 35 min. the 
moon's viſible path with the ecliptic, then the line G FM 
will repreſent the path of the center of the penumbra. 


Now ſince the diſtance of the ſun from the node, as above, 
is 5 deg, 23 min. 26 ſec. or 323 min. 40 decimals nearly, at 


the time of the ecliptic conjunction, and the ſemi- diameter 


of the diſk 60 min. 43 decimals nearly, theſe 60, 43 added 


to 323 40, makes 381 26. And ſince the latitude of the 


moon was 28 min. 30 ſec. or 28 min. 50 decimals nearly, 
it is, As 323, 40: 28, 50 :: 381, 26 : 33, 60 for the 
line A G. and then as 60,.43 : 33, 60 :. radius: the 
tangent of 29d. 34m. for the angle ADG. Now this angle 
ADG, is greater than that of EDA, of 24d. 10m. by 4d. 
24m, equal to the angleE DK, This angle A D G being 


therefore 


. 
" , 
% * 
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and a half nearly, from that time to the incar- 


Ration of our Bleſſed Lord, and 1790 years and 
J » | a half 


therefore more than the angle A D E, and leſs than that of 
AD N, the path of the center of the penumbra, muſt of a 
conſequence have croſſed the path or the parallel of Athens, 
as at O, conſequently the eclipſe muſt have been viſible at 


that place; and total, becauſe the moon's apparent diameter 
was greater than that of the ſun, by 19 ſeconds at that time. 
This therefore is agreeable to the record of Thucydides, 


that it happened on a ſummer's day in the afternoon, and 
vas ſo great that the flars appeared. Now as this eclipſe 


happened in the 429th year before the firſt year of our Ara, 


becauſe. 429 added to 1799 makes 2219, there could not 


have been another total eclipſe of a ſummer's afternoon, two 
years before this eclipſe at the ſame place. | 


| R Hence it is that our aſtronomers, who have computed this 


eclipſe to have happened 431 years before the commencement 


of our Era; or 2221 years ſince, from this preſent year, A. 


D. 179, could never make it agree with the relation which 
Thucydides has given us of it. For this reaſons Mr. G. Smith, 


in his diflertation on eclipſes, ſays that, our preſent tables 


c bring (that eclipſe) no farther than the ancient Syrtes 


"<< on the African coaſt, above four hundred miles from 
* Athens, which ſuffering in that caſe but zine digits, 
« could by no means exhibit the remarkable darkneſs recited 


« by this hiſtorian.” And hence he ſeemed to think our 
tables erroneous, but inſtead of this, the incongruity ap- 
pears to have ariſen from their miſtaking the year when this 


* a 
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eclipſe 
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a half more, FER that glorious event took 


place; making in the whole 2 300 years. We 
muſt 


eclipſe really happened at Athens. On this account likewiſe it | 
is, it ſhould ſeem, that Dean Prideaux in his connections, and 
I believe moſt of our chronologers in general, have made an 
error of near two years, in reckoning the time from the firſt 
year of the Peloponeſian war. And therefore alſo from the time 
of the Babylonian captivity, which they make to have hap- 
pened 588 years before the beginning of our æra. This will 
appear from what I ſhall preſently mention farther on the 
ſubject. Firſt however I ſhall endeavour to ſhew more parti- 
cularly, why this eclipſe could not have happened 431 years 
before the beginning of our ra, or 2221 years ago from the 
preſent year. In order than to do this, I muſt firſt obſerve, 
that as it appears (above) that in 2219 years there are 
7002484 3203 ſeconds, there muſt be 750087957077 ſeconds 
in 2221 years. For in two years there are 6311 3874 ſeconds, 
which added to 70024843203 ſeconds, make 70087957077 
ſeconds; and theſe are the number of ſeconds that have 
elapſed from the new moon in Auguſt this preſent year 1790, 
to the ſame number of ſeconds after the vernal equinox 2221 
years ago, from the preſent time. Now in 70087957077 
ſeconds, I find there are 27469 lunations and 2369310 ſe- 
conds; and therefore the moon was 182133 ſeconds old, at 
the ſame number of ſeconds after the vernal equinox 2221 
years ago, as the conjunction happened in the month of Au- 
guſt this year. But the new moon in the month of Auguſt 
this year was at 1237 3560 ſeconds after the equinox, being 

E on 


e 


muſt therefore again ſay, that if by the word 
755 we are to underſtand the Jen and by 


Tt . | the 


on the oth day of Auguſt, at 2 hours 44 minutes in the 
afternoon; the new moon therefore in that year in the month 
of, Auguſt, was at 12191427 ſeconds after the equinox. Now 
the Fury equinox this year (as above) was on the 20th of 
March at ghours 38 minutes in the morning. © Since: there- 
| ot: in 2221 years, there are 70087957077 ſeconds, or 
N 1203 days and 17877 ſeconds, or 4 hours 57 minutes 57 
ſeconds, 1 vernal equinox i in that year, was at 40 minutes 
after 4 in the morning. It alſo appears, that in 12191427 
ſeconds, there ate contained 141 days 2 hours 30 minutes 
27 ſeconds; hence therefore it is evident, the conjunction or 


1 new moon in Auguſt 2221 years ago, was at 7 bours 10 


Iinutes 27 ſeconds mean time, in the morning of the eleventh 
of Auguſt, for the meridian of London; and therefore at 8 
Bours 45 min. for the meridian of Athens. For this reaſon 
it is eertain, there could be no eclipſe in the afternoon in 
in that month. Neither could there be any total eclipſe in 
the month of July in the afternoon in that year ; for fince in 
one lunation there are 29 days 12 hours 44 minutes; it is evi- 
dent the conjunction or new moon in July, was at $ in the 
evening, mean time for the meridian of Athens; and conſe- 
-quently alſo, there could be no eclipſe then in the afternoon. 

And even if the true conjunction had been in the-afternoon, 
| Inftead of the evening, there could have been no eclipſe ; 
becauſe the ſun and moon were too far diſtant from the node. 


- For in the ein conſiderations I have ſhewn, that the 
place 
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the ſandtuary the Holy Land, then it won 
ſeem, the end Kl God's indignation againſt 


them, 


place of one of the nodes on the 1þth day of Auguſt 2219 

years ago, wos in 29 degrees 50 minutes 52 ſeconds of the 
fign Leo; but in reckoning backward, the diſtanee of the 
node from the ſun encreaſes, according to the order of the 
figns ; and in one year it encreaſes 19d. 19m. and therefore 
in two years, 1 fign 8deg. 38min, This quantity therefore 
added to the former, gives the place of the node in 28 deg. 
28 min. 52 ſeconds of the fign Libra. Buf the time of "tit 
new moon in July, being on the 12th day of che month at 
8 in the evening, the ſun's place in the ecliptic at that con» 
junò ion, was nearly 20 deg. 30 min. of the ſign Cancer; 
there could not therefore be then any eclipſe, becauſe the 
ſun was 2 ſigns 17 deg. 58 min. diſtant from the neareſt 
note. And for the ſame reaſon alſo, there could not be one 
at the new-moon in the month of Auguſt in that year, if the 
conjunction had happened in the afternoon ; becauſe the ſun 
being at that time in the 19th degree of the ſign Leo, it was 
at leaſt 1 fign 19 deg. from the node, and therefore thert 
could not then be any eclipſe of the ſun. 


The concluſion than that I deduce from hence is, that it 
is certainly an indiſputable fact, founded on the preſent 
known relative ſituations and motions of the two great lu- 
minaries, the ſun and moon; that it is 2219 years, and not 
2221 years, {ince the firſt year of the Peloponeſian war: or 
in other words, that it- was 429, and not 431 years before 
the commencement of our xra, _ 
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them, is very near at hand. But that if by 
the term January we are to underſtand the 
true 


But Thucydides, as I have mentioned before, informs us, 
that the firſt year of the Peloponeſian war, was in the firff 
year of the 87th Olympiad ; and Plutarch informs us (as I 
have mentioned in my firſt epiſtle to the Chief Prieſts and 
Elders of the Jews) that the battle of Marathon was fought 
in the. third year of the 72d Olympiad, when Phannipus was 
Prœetor at Athens. From the ſummer ſolſtice therefore pre- 
ceding the great battle of Marathon, to that preceding the 
firſt year of the Peloponeſian war, was certainly 58 years. 
Now 58 added to 2219 makes 2277, for the number of years 
that has paſſed away, from the ſummer ſolſtice in the preſent 
year to that preceding the battle of Marathon; which was 
fought about three weeks before the autumnal equinox : 
this equinox alſo, according to Severus Sulpitias, was in the 
32d year of Darius. According likewiſe to Ezra the ſcribe, 
the temple of Solomon was begun to be rebuilt in the ſecond 
year of that Prince, and finiſhed in his ſixth year, as we 
have mentioned above in the diſſertation. From the com- 
mencement therefore of the rebuilding of the temple, to the 
battle 'of Marathon, was juſt thirty years; for the temple 
began to be rebuilt, at the beginning of the 65th Olympiad. 
being about the third month of the firſt year in that Olym- 
piad. That is, according to the prophet Haggai (chap. i, 
verſe 15.) In the four and twentieth day of the fixth 
ie month in the ſecond year of Darius the king.“ Hence 
therefore it appears, it was juſt 88 years, or 22 Olympiads, 
from 
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true church of Chriſt, and by that of the 


hoſt, all thoſe who look for ſalvation through 


the 


from the ſummer ſolſtice in the year the temple was begun 
to be rebuilt, to that in the year wherein began the Pelopo- 
neſian war. For fince the war, according to Thucydides, 
began in the firſt year of the 87th Olympiad, if we deduct 
65 from 87 there remains 22 Olympiads or 88 years, for the 
time elapſed between theſe two great events. If then we add 
88 to 2219, we have 2307 years, for the time that has paſ- 
ſed away from the ſummer ſolſtice in the preſent year, to that 
preceding the rebuilding of the temple, And if we take 
herefrom four years, there remains 2303 for the number of 
years from the time the temple was finiſhed to the preſent 
year. Now it appears to be about two years after this, that 
Darius began his three great expeditions, weſtward north- 
ward and ſouthward, by building a bridge and crofling ovet 
the Helleſpont, to go againſt the Macedonians and the 
Scythians, as I have alſo mentioned in the diſſertation. For 
we are informed by Herodotus, that Miltiade, who was after- 
wards captain general and commander in chief of the Grecian 
army, and fought the Perſians at the battle of Marathon, 
was then Jately come from Athens, and made prince of the 
Thracian Cherſoneſus, at the mouth of the Helleſpont ; from 
whence, atcording to this author, he was obliged to accom- 
pany Darius on his expedition againſt the Scythians. And 
this hiſtorian alſo aſſures us, that he was one of the 
conference, at the time that the Ionian chiefs aſſembled to- 
gether, to conſult about the deſtruction of the bridge, that 

Darius 
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the Meſfiah, and gre [ready and willing to 
_ him as their Prieſt Prophet and King; 
| then 


Darids had alſo built acroſs the river Iſther, now called the 
Danube; at which time, we learn, he ſtrongly adviſed the 
Jonians:to [deſtroy the bridge. As alſo that in the third 
year of his government of the Cherſoneſus, he fled out ot the 
Country and went to Athens, not daring to wait the coming 

' bf the Scythian Nomades ; who having been irritated by the 
expedition of Darius, had aſſembled their forces, and advan» 
dend to the frontiers of Cherſoneſus. And this appears to 
have been in e 


. Prideaux therefore, I think, very juſtly fixes Da- 
nus 's expeditions to the gth year of his reign; and 77 years 
after the Babylonian captivity : or the firſt year of the 67th 
Olympiad. But as I have before obſerved, he makes a miſ- 
take, and with bim 1 think both our hiſtorians and chro- 
nologers, in reckoning the captivity to lave been 588 years 
before the commencement of our æra. For ſince the temple 
was begun to be rebuilt 70 years after the captivity, if we 
take 70 from 588 there remains 518, which added to 1790 
makes 2308; to which if we add one year more, to bring it 
to 1791, it makes in the whole 230g years, from the enſuing 
ſummer, to that when the Jews began to rebuild the temple, | 
But this appears to have been but 2307 years; that is to ſay, 
1757 years from the next ſummer ſolſtice to that e 


W equinox at the crucifixion, and 521 years from that 
ſolliice 
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then we may hope with confidence, that the 
| 2 85 powers: of nn Name and the 
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ſolſtice to that preceding the battle 3 and 19 years 
from: that time to the ſolſtice preceding the rebuilding of the 
temple 3j making in the whole 2307 years; and conſequently 
to the captivity a 37 years. To which if we add 1010 years, 
the time from the exodus to the captivity, it makes the ſum 
total 338 years from the vernal - equinox at the exodus 0 
that in the erifuing year. And this I have indiſputably 
thewn-to be the exact number of years that have elapſed nent 
year, ſince that great event took place: wide, my former 
epiſtle to the Jews, from the 190th to the 193d page. And 
were not this the truth, perhaps Sceptics and Atheiſts might 
ſay, the moſt famous prophecy in the holy ſcriptures was 
not accompliſhed according to the prediction. For if accor- 
ding to the Dean, it was 240g years fince the rebuilditig of 
the temple, it would then be 2302 years, in the enſuing | 
ſummer, fince Darius croſſed the Helleſpont, and the Perſian 

Ram began to puſh weſtward and northward and fouthward. 
But this is two years more than 2300, and the ſan#zary is 
not yet begun to be cleanſed, (if thereby we are to underſtand 
the Holy Land) neither the he emancipated or no longer 
troden under foot, if thereby be meant either Jews or Chrife 
tans ; for the Greek Chriſtians as well as the Jews are yet 
ſubject to the Aabometans, the followers of the falſe prophets. 
Thanks be to God however, this does not appear to be the 
caſe; the time is not up, according to my computation, until 
the enſuing fummer; but then theſe prophetic days feem cer. 
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| Portts will hencaforth be no longer able to 
tread any of God's people under foot: either of 


| e ccumcifion or of the uncircumciſion. 
Now 
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wih te de at an end. er there 10 eee, 
| either epbchs at which they could commence, than that at 
which we have here fixed it. For if their beginning were 
faxed at the epoOhA of the deſtruction of the Perſian empire, 

by Alexander the Great, at the death of Darius, the; Perſian 
king, that was conqueted by him, (for which I ſee no rea» 
fon) then they muſt have began 180 years after Darius. Hyſ- 
taſpes croſſed the Helleſpont ; conſequently only 2120 years 
would now be elapſed, and therefore 180 years to come, 
ere they would have an end. But this cannot be true, be- 
cauſe the final reſtoration of the Jews cannot take place aſter 
the deſtruction of Anti-Chrift; and that for this reaſon, that 
at the deſtruction of the dominion. of Anti-Chriſt, that of 
_ Chriſt muſt begin; and Chriſt is then to reign over the Few 
as well as the Gentile. Now we learn from the preditions 
of the Holy Spirit by the prophet Daniel, that Anti-Chriſt 
was to have dominion, for a time times and balf a time; 
and that this period, as developed by our Bleſſed Lord, in 
the Revelations which he ſent by his angel to his ſervant 
John, fignified 1260 prophetic days of one year each, or 
1ab0 years. We are there alſo informed that the two great 
branches thereof were the Beaſt and the falſe Prophet; the 
great falſe prophet that was to ſpeak preſumptiouſly in the 
Name of God. (vide my firſt Epiſtle to the Jews). Now 
this falſe Prophet we know was Mabomet, who ſpake pre- 
ſump- 
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Nov this latter fignification; certainly aps 


pears to be the moſt comprehenfive meaning 
of theſe two words: but yet I cannot help 
thinking, that they have a peculiar reference 


to the Jews and to the Holy-Land; becauſe i =: - * 


plainly appears to me, that in the 44d chapter 
of the prophet Iſaiah, this land is there termed 


the /arfFuary. For therein I find the Lord 


fays © Thou haſt not called upon me, O Fas 


* cob, thou haſt been weary of me O Iſrael: : 


At avant God, when he publiſhed his 


Alcoran as a reyelation from God; and founded thereon his 
religion. But this great Impoſtor has now been dead near 1200 


years; there cannot therefore be another century to come, 
before the dominion of Anti-Chriſt will be at an end. Hence 
alſo we know, it cannot be 180 years longer to the final reſto- 
ration of the Jews, and the termination of theſe 2300 days; 
becauſe then their reſtoration, would be 100 years after tlie 
commencement of the kingdom of Chriſt, On this account, 


they could not begin, at the time that Alexander the Great 


deſtroyed the Perſian empire. Neither is there any other 
epocha at which they can be fixed, between theſe two great 
events; of Darius Hyſtaſpes crofling the Helleſpont, and 
Alexander's deſtroying the Perſian empire. We therefore 
conelude, the former is the true epocha of their com- 


ae t and conſequently that they are to terminato' 


F | e thou 
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chou haſt wearied me with thine Iniquities. 
Thy firſt father hath ſinned, and thy teach - 
| « 1 have, tranſgreſſed againſt me. Therefore 
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8 , ary, and have given Facob to the Curſe and 
4-Mfrael to reproaches.” If than theſe words 

Princes of tbe Sanctuary ſignify, as I think 

they do, the Kings and Princes of the houſe 


of Aſtael, that reigned over the Jews before 


their: expulſion” out of the land of Judea ; then 
it muſt follow, that the term Sanctuary here 
denominated that land, now univerſally called 
the Holy Land, It may therefore, certainly 
have the ſame meaning, as it ſtands in the 
Fas of this prediction. 


The 00 may than naturally be aſked— 
ord we not good ground to hope, and great 
reaſon to expect; that God Almighty will very 
Toon, lift up an enſign to the nations, to gather 
together the. outcaſts of Iſrael unto their own 
land? And if there be any perſons, that en- 
tertain any doubts in their minds, concern- 

ing the reality of the near approach of this 
great event; then we would deſire ſuch perſons 
to look abroad in the world, and fee what 
on. 
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great changes and revolutions have of late haps 
pened, and are now daily coming to paſs in 
the world. After which, ve truſt, they will 
no longer retain any ſuch doubts in their 
minds; and that they will be fully convinced, 
we are not preſumptuous, or any ways to 
blame, when we thus blow the trumpet in 
Zion, and ſound an alarm in God's holy moun- 
tain. When we endeavour to make the human 
trumpet, ſpeak a ſhrill found in the ears of 
God's people; in order to call their moſt ſerious 
attention, to the due contemplation of this 
great ſubject. For if we know theſe things, 
ve are in duty bound to make them known | 
unto the world ; otherwiſe we cannot expect, 
in the great day of the Lord, to be accounted 
as faithful ſtewards of the 5 of — 


Seeing than it appears highly poke from 
what has been here ſaid, that the time is in- 
deed very nearly arrived, for the accompliſh- 
ment of the great prediction contained in theſe 
words; we ought to rejoice with joy un- 
feigned, at ſo comfortable a proſpect of the 
great goodneſs of our God. For we know, 
that God „ hath declared by his Holy 
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Spirits that he confirmeth. the word of his 
ſervant, and performeth the council of his 
meſſengers: ſaying to Jeruſalem, thou ſhalt 
be built; and to the Temple, thy foundation 
ſhalt be laid. And may the Lord our God, 
of his infinite mercy, ſpeedily enable us to join 
with his Holy Spirit, in ſaying : „Sing. O 
ye Heavens, for the Lord hath done it. 
e ghaut; ye lower parts of the earth; break 
forth into ſinging, ye mountains; O foreſt 
and every tree therein: for the Lord hath 

redeemed Jacob, and glorified himſelf in 
rat. An event fo great and ſo glorious, 
| that.it cannot but be devoutly deſired by all 
God's'people. And therefore, whenever this 
great work'ſhall begin to take place; it will 
then moſt certainly be the duty of every true 
member of the church of Chriſt, to endeavour 
to co-operate with the Holy Spitit, to accom- 
Foe his givin will. 


But the progibet Amos ſays, ** By whom ſhall 
Jacob ariſe ?” In anſwer to this queſtion, 
J think we may fafely reply; that under God, 
and by his immediate command, it is by 
&* | P.- T9 d 
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England that Jacob muſt ariſe,” For thus much 


appears to have been pre - ordaĩned by him, and 
declared alſo by his Holy Spirit in the writings 
of the prophets, for more than 2000 years. This 
I have endeavoured to ſhew at large, in my 
firſt epiſtle to the Jews; and becauſe many 
may read this work, who have not ſeen that, 
I ſhall here ſubjoin what I have there ſaid, on 
this ſubje&, page 131: () with an additional... 
remark or two in confirmation of it. Here alſo - 


=y 


() We are led to think, from ſome expreſſons, in the 
holy writings, that when the Lord ſhalt begin to turn your | 
captivity, then England ſhall ſtand foremoſt among the na- 
tions, to convey you home to your own country. You will 
therefore perhaps do well to make her in particular your 
friend, For the Holy Spirit, in the writings of the prophet 
Iſaiah, when it is predicting of your final reftoration and the 
rebuilding of Jeruſalem, ſpeaks by a figure of ſpeech, as 
having a fore-view of the fleet of ſhips, bringing you home 
to your own land. And in the moſt beautiful language it 
cries out, Who are theſe that fly as a cloud, and as the 
« doyes to their windows? Surely the Iſles ſhall wait for 
eme, and the /bips of Tarſhiſh firft, to bring thy ſons from 
« far, their filver and their gold with them, unto the name - 
<« of the Lord thy God, and unto the Holy One of Iſrael 
* becauſe he hath glorified thee, And the ſons of firangers | 
| « ſhall 
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Teanhot help obſerving, that I think the heart 
n 8 man in this n, _ 
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<« « thll, build up 0 — and their Kiogs ſhall miniſie 
« unto thee. For in my wrath I ſmote thee, but in my 
©'favour have I had mercy on thee.” Now we are told by 
ahEleat authors, that that great commercial people of old 
times, the Pharnecians, traded to thoſe large Nandi that lay 
T of the pillars of Hercules; a name given by their 
lors to the great rocks and high lands on each fide of the 
Fraits'of Gibraltar. And the prophet Ezekiel, ſpeaking of 
the commerce that was carried on in thoſe times, in that once 
great and famous city of Tyre or Tyrus; fays, ** Tarſhiſb 
© wasthy merchant, by reafon of the multitude of all kinds 
« of riches with /ilver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded in thy 
e fairs. Now it is well known, that this iſland produces 
alf theſe different articles of commerce; but where is an iſland 
in all the Mediterranean Sea, that produceth tin in ſufficient 
quantities (like this iſland) to become a great article of 
trade? We know of none. And therefore conclude the 
Holy Spirit here ſpeaks of the iſland of Great Britain. And 
if we add hereto, what Herodotus ſays of the importation of 
tin, into the different countries of the Levant in his time; 
we ſhall then have but little reaſon to doubt, that the Holy 
Spirit, by this prediction concerning 7. arſhiſh, meant our 
ifland. F or ſays he, The Phcenicians applied themſelves 
t to f m e long voyages, and uſed to carry the merchandizes 
« of Egypt and Aſſyria into divers parts. Yet I have never 
25 * ſeen any man 1 by his on experience, could inform 
„% me a 
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to glow with gratitude, to the great giver of 
all good gifts, for his incſtimable mercies to 
| this - 


* me, concerning the nature of that ſea, which bounds the 
« extremities of Europe. However it is certain, that amber 
« and tin come from the remote/? parts: but I have nothing 
© © certain to relate concerning the weſtern bounds of Europe. 
« Neither can I aſſent to thoſe who tell us of a river, by the 
ce Barbarians called Eridanus, which they fay furniſhes 
& amber, and runs northward into the ſea.+ I know as little 
« of the iſlands called Caſſiterides, from the tin which is 
* thence imported among us.” Thus doth this venerable 
hiftorian, - give us his teſtimony, that tin was imported 
into thoſe couutries of the Levant, bordering on the moſt 
eaſtern parts of the Mediterranean ſea, (and ſuch were Tyre 
and Sidon) from the great iſlands beyond the moſt weſtern 
| coaſts of Europe; which.iſlands muſt be the iſles of Great 
Britain. We therefore conclude, that the Holy Spirit, by 
the ſhips of Tarſbiſb, moſt undoubtedly, here ſpeaks of thoſe 
that belong to England. From whence we infer, that hi: 
i/land ſhall be among the firſt of the nations, to convey you | 
to your own country at the appointed time. 


In addition to theſe obſervations, I cannot but here notice, 
that it ſeems highly probable, if not abſolutely certain; that 
when the prophet Jonah embarked on board a ſhip at Joppa, 
that was bound to Tarſbiſh, to fly from the preſence of the 
Lord (at the time when he was commanded by God to go and 
preach erer * he was then e to this coun- 


try. 
1 Into the Baltic ſea. 
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this nation; in thus vouchſafing in ſo pecu- 
1 0 a manner, to point out and diſtinguith 
ww this 


try. For it is natural to ſuppoſe; that when Jonah wanted 
to fy from the preſence of the Lord, he ſhould think of 
going to the moſt diſtant part of the world. But at that 
fime, the weſtern rout to America was not known ; and theſe 
iſlands [ believe, were then. reckoned the end of the world; as 
it does not appear, that any other iſlands were then known, 
to the weſtward of Great Britain and Ireland. It alſo ſeems 
very likely that Jonah was coming to England, ſrom this cir= - 
cumffance, that Joppa was a ſea port in the Mediterranean- 
fea; and that of courſe the prophet muſt be coming to 
ſome place in that ſea, or beyond the ſtraits of Gibraltar; 
and therefore probably to England. For I apprehend, the 
Thar ib mentioned in the roth chapter of the firft book ot 
Kings; was a ſea port in the Red fea, Seeing it is ſaid, in 
the ninth chapter of this book, that © King Solomon had a 
navy of thips at Ezion Geber, which is beſide Eloth, on 
te the ſhore of the Red ſea, in the land of Edom. And 
Hiram ſent in the navy his ſervants, ſhipmen that had 
*©knowledpe of the fea, with the ſervants of Solomon. And 
<« they came to Ophir, and fet (or fetched) from thence, 
gold, four hundred and cighty talencs, and brought it to 
© © king Solomon.” And in the roth chapter it is ſaid . the 
King had at fea à navy of Thar/hi/h, with the navy of 
Hiram, once in three years, came the navy of Tharſf, 
C bringing gold and ſilver, ivory and. apes and peacocks.” 
This fleet therefore, it is evident, went to the coaſt of Africa, 
here theſe different articles of commerce are well known 
to- 
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this ingdodFrom all others under the copenof 


we likewiſe cannot help hoping, that when our 
gracious Sovercign reflects, on the great mercy 
of God to him on a recent occafion; that he will 
then ardently deſire, to give this greateſt proof 
that he can give, of a grateful heart to God, 
for that great inſtance of his goodneſs. For we 
do not heſitate to ſay, that we think he ſtands 
| indebted to the prayers of theſe people, in con- 
junction with thoſe of the reſt of his faitliful 
2 for the recovery of his health at that 
That time when every individual wore | 

a ee aſpect, who knew the national miſ- 
fortunes arifing from the, loſs of a good King. 


And as it was God alone, that was then all 
ſufficient, to reſtore him to his health; ſo we 


to be in great abundance : but from thence come neither 
iren, lead or tin. And beſides Jonah could not go to any 
place in the Red ſea by water from Joppa ; becauſe there is no 
entrance into the Red ſea, from that of the Mediterranean. 
Theſe conſiderations therefore, ſeem to confirm what I have 


Heaven, to begin to effect this great work. And 


before advanced; that the Iſer of Tarſbiſb, are thole of Great 


Britain. Perhaps alſo, the Holy Spirit, by the Royal Palmiſt, 
ſpeaks of the future kings of England; when it fays, the 
« kings of Tarſhiſh and the iſles afar off, ſhall bring pre- 
* ſents” to the great . s holy houſe. . 
9 know 
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bring to paſs this great event: and that his 


word muſt beaccompliſhed in dus time, by thoſe 
whom he hath appointed to be his inſtruments; 
For as. Balaam the ſoothſayer, the ſon of Beos 
of Pethor, ſaid to Balak the ſon of Zippor, king 
. of Moab: God is not a man, that he ſhould 
8 lie neither: the ſon of man, that he ſhould 
5 repent. Hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not do 

it? Or hath he ſpoken, apd: ſhall, be hot 
* make is good 7. If it, 21003 HHH ann | 


We know. alſo that it hath leaſed G God Abs | 
 wighty, of his infinite -mercy, for the fake of 
his dearſ on Jeſus Chriſt; to declare byhis Holy 
Spirit, through his ſervants the prophets, that 
"Jeruſalem ſhall again be the ſeat of glory: where 
He will exhibit, in a moſt aſtoniſhing and moſt 
glorious. manner, his Divine Majeſty to man- 
kind. As likewiſe, that the poſterity of Jacob, 
ſhall yet be the firſt of the nations, on the face 
of the whole earth. How than can we but hope, 
that England will not be tardy, to comply with 
the will of God, in the preſent inſtance? For as 
it Is certainly our duty to do this from religious 

motives; . it ſhould ſeem, it is alſo highly 
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vour to Heck chi deſirable puepoſe,"from mo- 8 
tives of ſound policy. For whenever our He- 
brew brethren , hall come to bs collected toge · 


ther, from the different parts of the world, 
' wherein they are now ſcattered. and diſpecſed. 
and again ſettled in their on land and 
become as it were, a nation born at once: it 
muſt needs be, that they will then ſtand in need | 
of many manufactured. articles, of the neceſlan 
nig af life. This we well know. from theix 
preſent ſituation in the world, their mode and 
manner of living for. many .centuries, and the 
variqus perſecutions which. they have endured 
in many coputries ;; hereby they have been 
preyented from applying themſelves to the fa · 
brication of manufactured goods : . eſpecially - 
woollens and linens. Theſe: things therefore 
they. muſt . purchaſe from other. nations, many 
years after their return to their own country, 
Beſides all this, it is very certain they muſt firſt | 
| apply themſelves to building and works. of 
e. We are alſo very ſure, that after 
12 5 return, they will begin to have their hearts 
of ſtone turned into hearts of fleſh, and become 
a good as well as a great people; ; conſequent- 
th they will not want gratitude, to that na- 


tion 


(48). 
— ſilt befriend hem in the great time 


of bed; And now ſeerhs to be that happy time. 
Fut ae heck it pleaſed the goodneſs of che 
divine' difpoſer of all events, ſo to order the 
affairs of the world in general, and ef Europe in 
Particular, as that his gracious defigns may be 
, Jcompliſhed; according to the predictions of 
I Holy Spirit. What an hohour than, and 
har glory muſt it be to England, to ſtand 
woeremoſt among the nations of the well, 
en tand great occhſon? And I truſt, that 
where is not an Engliſhman, in all the king's 
wide domains ; who loves his God, his King, 
And his country; but will rejoice to ſee 4 
Prince of the Houſe of Brunſfwith, in ſo eleva- 
ted tuation, among the ſovereigns of the 
__werkd: A fituation, far ſuperior to that of 
3 Gut king of Perſia, when he iſſued out the 
decree, for the return of theſe people. from the 
Bab ylonian captivity. And that George tbe 
| 7257 may h have that ſituation, may God of his 
Infinite mercy grant, for the ſake of his dear 
| fon Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom, with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, be ever aſcribed all the 
honour and all the glory. Amen. * 
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Wards, O ye. wiſe Men; and give Ear unto 


* 
—— — — 


MEN, BRETHREN, and FATHERS, 


N my former epiſtle addreſſed to you, 1 

endeavoured faithfully to ſet forth the 
reaſons, why Chriſtians could not ſubſcribe 
a full aſſent, to that explanation which Mr. 


David Levi has given, of the great predictions 
contained in the ninth chapter of the prophet 
Daniel. I have likewiſe therein, endeavoured 
to give ſuch explanations of theſe predictions, 

ſo far as they related to the firſt coming of 
Ste tow 2 n 
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the Meſſiah, as appear to be conſiſtent with 
truth and hiſtorical facts. I apprehend, 
however, it requires a ſtill farther eluci- 
dation, to produce a full and clear comprehen- 
fion of the whole of the vifion, that was then 
ſeen by the prophet : as it certainly appears to 
have related alſo to his ſecond coming in glory. 
This therefore I ſhall endeavour to give in the 
ſubſequent part of this addreſs; and cannot 
but hope it will be ſtill more ſatisfactory to you. 
1 truſt alſo that I do not now, neither did then, 
write with an uncharitable ſpirit. Let me 
therefore hope that you will not, from any 
wilful obſtinacy of ſpirit; either refuſe to 
liſten to, or neglect to peruſe, what is here 
written with a view to enlighten your minds 
and promote your welfare. For truth muſt 
at laſt preyail, maugre all the power and all 
the malice of devils, or of malicious men: 
and I hope none of you will ever be ranked 
amongſt any of them. As I alſo took the li- 
berty in my former epiſtle, to intreat you 
attentively to conſider the predictions in Holy 
Writ, relative to your final reſtoration to your 
own country, and its probable proximity ; ſo 
let 


( 43 ) 


let me now again earneſtly requeſt of you, 
attentively to conſider and well weigh in your 
minds, that diſcourſe which I have here pre- 


fixed to this addreſs, on that great ſubject. 


For you will therein find ſome good reaſons, 
for what I aſſerted in my former epiſtle at page 

196, relative to the commencement of this 
great event at an early period. And although 
this diſcourſe was firſt addreſſed to Chriſtians, 
and is now publiſhed for the benefit of them 
as well as you ; yet does it in a ſtill more pe- 


culiar manner behove you to give it the moſt . 


mature deliberation, fince it fo nearly con- 
cerns your future welfare. oy 


Permit me now however to arreſt your at- 
tention for awhile, in order to conſider ſome 
confirmations and emendations of what I faid 
in my former epiſtle. And firſt give me leave 
to obviate an objection, which may certainly 


be ſtarted againſt againſt my explanation of 
the threeſcore and two weeks, at the end of 


which the Meſſiah was to be cut off. For as 
I have there explained them to fignify 434 
months, and have aſſerted that they were to 

| | G 2 come 


64 
commence with the birth, "ang to terminate 


\ with the crucifixion or cutting off, the Meſ- 
fab: vou will perhaps ſay, (45 Ju certainly | 


955 that i it was neceſſary for me to fix ce. 
both the day of the nativity and that of the 
crucifixion of Chriſt, before I could fully ſhew 
that this prophecy was accompliſhed i in Him. 
Now this I was fo ſenſible of at that time, 
that I then endeavoured to find a proper re- 
cotd of the æra, when the Nativity began firſt 
to be celebrated among us, on the 25th day 
of December; but I could not find any au- 
thentic teſtimony, of its being obſerved on that 
| day, much before the time of Chryſoſtom and 
of Conſtantine the firſt Chriſtian emperor : 
and this I noticed in my firſt epiſtle. Since 
that-I have however had an opportunity of 
examining other authors; and have found that 
hat gave riſe to the obſervation of this feſti- 
val on that day, was a common tradition in 

the firſt ages of the Chriſtian church, that this 

feſtival was to be obſerved on the rwenty-fifth 
day of the ninth month, reckoning from about 
the time of the vernal equinox; and that there- 
fore 
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fore the Romans reckoned theſe nine ak 
from the beginning of their April, and fo. 
ordained it to be kept in the weſtern: 8 
ee of December 


From hence 1 was led to examine other 
records ſtill earlier, and then found, that what 
originally gave birth to this tradition, was 
an expreſs command in the apoftolical cbnſtiru- 
tons ; ; whereby we were enjoined to obſerve 
our three great feſtivals, of Chri/imas Bafter 
and Whitfuntide ; ; and told at what time of 
the year we were to obſerve them. And this 
command and injunction we have recorded in 
the ſeventh book of theſe. conſtitutions: | For 
in the 45th ſection of the 7th chapter of that 
book, I find it thus written, reſpecting che 
nativity: 

« Ta Enpes parwy cοαναο QUAGUWETE, IVEY 
he [Ka Tp T tyap Tv teu mregs upper mrire=: 
ce Alb smd νͥJ v eva pros wel" nv 1 empa- 
4% ve u eg Js pueoraTy xal yew o xupior ad 
© Uk TW oneico He. eTomTa To yevebo de as 
% ln en r dexaTs poo wel" og.” 

Now this paſſage oneof our countrymen, (Mr. 
Whiion) has left untranſlated, in his publica- 
tion 
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tion oi theſe conſtitutions ; - becauſe he thought 
it was an (interpolation, and by reaſon that 
the authenticity of the conſtitutions, had been 
called in queſtion by ſome authors, on account 
of this particular paſſage. But the very reaſon, 
ot rather I ſhould ſay imagination, that made 
thoſe-authors raiſe that objection, and he to 
think that this paſſage was an interpolation, 
is a confirmation that the conſtitutions did 
originate from the apoſtles. For the ground 
of their objection, and his ſuppoſition, was 

this, That we have no certain account upon a 
<< | recgrd, of Chriſtmas Day being kept on the 
«2 5th day of December, ſo early as that of 
« the date of theſe conſtitutions.” Now this 
ohjection is a proof of the authenticity of 
the — for the precept contained in this 
ordinance, does not command us to keep this 
feſtival in that month; as appears from the 
following tranſlation of it. | 


«« Brethren obſerve the feſtivals. And in the 
« firſt place the nativity do you obſerve, on 
the twenty th day of the ninth month ; 


e after this let the manifeftation be moſt re- 
„ parded 


(nl 
«« parded by you, whereby the Lord ſhewed 
« amongſt you his divinity; and let this be 
* obſerved on the fixth day of the tenth month, 
&c," E 7. 


From theſe words then it is fully evident, 
that in this paſſage, there is no mention made 
of the Roman months; and as the apoſtles do 
elſewhere, in theſe conſtitutions, make uſe of 
your months; we muſt from hence infer, that 
they certainly meant the f wenty-fifth day of 
jour ninth month; the day aſſigned for it in page 
go in my former epiſtle before I knew of this 
paſſage. And agreeable to what I have there 
faid, this day appears to have been, in the year 
that Chriſt was born, the day that anſwers to 
our preſent e/eventh day of December; that is to 
ſay, about ten days before the winter ſolſtice. 


* This I prove in the following manner. 
Firſt, I find that in 1790 years, there are 
56468917230 ſeconds, and that herein there 
are contained 653783 days 18 hours 20 mi- 
nutes 30 ſeconds; and that there are like- 
wiſe herein, 22139 lunations 6days 37min. 
30 ſec. 


r 

Zoſec. Now becauſe the vernal equinox this 
year is on March the 20d. at gh. 38min. in the 
morning, the vernal equinox 1790 years ſince, 
was at zh. 17min. zoſec. in the afternoon, 


Again, I find by the ephemeris for this year, 
that the Paſchal full-moon is 884400 ſeconds 


after the equinox; and therefore from that full 
moon this year, to the vernal equinox 1790 
years ago, is 56487801630 ſec. Hence I find 
the moon was at full 1146390 ſec. preceding 
that equinox; becauſe this number of ſeconds 
added to the foregoing one, makes 56488948020 

ſec. wherein there are contained juſt 22140 
lunations. From hence alſo it appears, the new 


moon neareſt that equinox, was 129331 ſec. 


after it, equal to 1da. 11h. 55min. 3 i ſec. and 
therefore the Paſchal full moon that year was 
at 16 da. Gh. 17 min. 22 ſec, after it. Again, 
I find that in 1790 years or 56468917230 ſec. 
there are 653783 days and (66030 ſec. or) 18 
h. 20 min. 3o ſec; and becauſe the vernal 
equinox this year is at 18 min. after ꝙ in the 
morning, by taking theſe 9 h. 18 min. from 
18 h. 20 min. 30 ſec. and that remainder 9 h. 
2 min. 30 ſec, from 24 hours, we have 14 h. 
8 
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45 min. 30 ec. (chat is to ſay, - 57 min. 30 
ſec. after 2 ig the afternoon) for the time of 
the day at that equinox ; and ſince the equi · 
noctial new moon, as aboye, was 1 da. 11 ho. 
55 min. 31 ſec. after this, the new moon was 
about 53 minutes after 2. in the morning, on 
the ſecond day after the day of the equinox. 
The firſt day of your month Niſan in that 
year therefore, commenced on the eve of that 
day; that is to ſay, at ſix in the evening, or 
about 60 hours after the equinox. Now ſince 
the civil. year uſed in England at this time, 
and in all the different kingdoms in Europe; 
is that of the Julian year, and has been made 
uſe of by them for above 1800 years; we can 
only adjuſt your eccleſiaſtical computations by 
the Julian kalendar, properly corrected by the 
aſtronomical anticipations, or the falling back 
of the equinoxes: according to the exceſs of 


4 Julian years, above four ſolar tropical years. 
And this exceſs, it is well known, gave riſe 
to the correction of our kalendar and our ec- 
cleſiaſtical affairs, in the year A. D. 1752. 
That is to ſay, down to A. D. 325; or 1427 


years back : being the time of the council of | 
Nice, 


H Now 


63009 


| Now three Jolian- years of 365 days each, 


nk one of 366, are equal to 140% days, 

and theſt days contain 126230400 ſeconds ; 
but that of 4 ſolar tropical years of 31556937 
ſeconds each, make only 126227748 ſeconds; 
the difference therefore is 2652 ſeconds in 4 
_ _ years, and the anticipation is 664 ſeconds each 
| year. And becauſe 1427 times 664 ſeconds 
7 amount nearly to 11 days, the wiſdom of the 

| parliament of Great Britain, thought proper to 
inſert "theſe days into our kalendar : that it 
might ſtand properly corrected down to that 


time. But it is very evident that it was an 


overſight, in our reformers of the kalendar at 
that time, in not carrying their reformation 


down to the commencement of our æra; and 


Ian account for it no otherwiſe, but from a 
ſuppoſition, that they thought it would not 
agree ſo well with the alteration made in other 
countries, according to the Gregorian correc- 

tion: and therefore not ſo applicable to the 

affairs of commerce. However this may be, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary for us, in order to 
adjuſt our reckoning with yours at the com- 


mencement of our æra, to make this allowance 


of 


( 


of 663 ſeconds each year for 1590 years; and 
whiczI find amounts to 118670 ſeconds, or 
13 F. and (63570 ſeconds, equal NN 
hours 39 min. 30 ſec. The conſequence of 
which i is, that if our ſtile had not been 21. 
tered, the difference of time between the fal 
ling out of the equinox this year, and that 
1790 years ago, would be near 14 days; _—_ 
therefore as we have only allowed 11 days, it 
is certain that at the beginning of our epocha, 
the vernal equinox fell out 3 days later in the 
Roman month of March, than it daes accor- 
ding to our reckoning, at this time. And 
fince it happens this year on the aoth of March,” 
at 18 min. after 9g in the morning, it fell then 
on the 24th day of the then Roman month of 
March. Now as- we have above ſhewn, that | 
the firſt day of your month Niſan in that year, 
began on the eve of the ſecond day after the 
day of the ſpring equinox; it follows that that 
day, was the ſame with the Roman 26th day 
of March. I alſo find that from the 1ſt ind 
of your firſt month Niſan, to the 25th day 
your gth month Caſleu, both incluſive, there 
are 261 days; and likewiſc that from'the 26th 


He of 


ca) 


3 | df Mareh to the mch of Dieenmber, were urs 
4 461 days. Hence it muſt follow, that 
Chriſt-was born on the 11th day of Decem- 
Her, becauſe that day anſwers to the 25th day 
of your then nintbß month; the day comman- 

ded by the apoſtles, in the apoſtolical conſti- 
tutions, to be obſerved by all Chriſtians as the 


du of Chriſt's nativity, We have therefore 


on record, in the Conſtitutions and in the Goſ- 
pels, the true day both of the Nativity, and of 
theCrucyfixion of Chrift. That is to ſay; the for-" 
mer. on the 2 5th day of your gth month Caſleu, 
_ anfwering to the 11th day of the Roman month 
of December, according to our preſent reckon- 
ing, in the 28th year of the reign of the Roman 
emperor Auguſtus Cæſar; and the latter on 
the gath day of your month NMiſan, anſwering 
to the aoth day of the Roman month of March, 

in the 18th year of the Roman emperor Ti- 
beriĩus Oæſar: being exactly 1736 weeks or 
434 months of 4 weeks each. And this there- 
fore is now a full proof, of what I have ſaid 
in my former epiſtle ; that in Jeſus the Chriſt, 
was accompliſhed the prophecy of the three - 
ſegre and two weeks; or 434 prophetic days of 
| one 
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one month each: a eren of which hs 1 
N Was 0 be eu eee offences,” * 
A „olg 
„Thus mobil pd abſolutely.necehrp 
Se 60 fog mare: on this ſubject, in order 
to,confirm what I had already advanced e 
cerning it, in my former epiſtle I hal. 
now likewiſe endeavour / to give yo "my 
ſentiments at large, concerning the prediction 
of the ſeventy weeks; of which in the begin- 
ning of this addreſs, I have declared that it 
appeared to require a more full and compleat 
elucidation, than that which 1 have given it 
in that firſt epiſtle. For I am now clearly led 
to think, from a mature conſideration, f 
the whole ſcope and intention of that great 
prediction; that ſomething more was intended, 
than à declaration of the exact time of the 
firſt advent of the Meffiah : and that what we 
tranſlate in the ſecond prediction of that famous 
viſion · Know therefore and underſtand” ſhould 
be, Know a/ and underſtand, thereby 
making this ſecond prediction quite diſtinct 
from the firſt. Hence it ſhould ſeem this ſecond 
prediction, related only to the firſt coming of 


the 
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"as Meſſiah in humility, FREY former one 
of ſeventy weeks, to his ſecond coming in 
1 As alſo that both the beginnings and 
_ "endings of each were at different epochas ; 
the one comprehending a greater, and the 


4 __ a leſſer period of time. The latter fig-' 
* Ukying only ſeven times ſeventy years, or 


1 ſeventy common ſabbaths of years, and the 
* former ſeventy ſhemittahs, or ſeventy times 
de. times ſeven, or 3430 years. 


5 y reaſons for it are theſe-It now plain= 
a ly appears to me, that theſe two prediQtions 

are particularized and diſtinguiſhed the one 
from. the other ; and that by their different 
intentions, and the different effects that were 
to follow, and to come to paſs, at their com- 
pletion and final accompliſhments. For as the 
commencement of the ſeven weeks, was to be 
with that of the going forth of the word or 


commandment, to reſtore and to build Jeruſa- 
lem; ſo i it ſhould likewiſe ſeem, its termination 
Was. not to be later, than that dreadful event 
of the cutting off the Meſſiah. At which time, 
by his eternal goodneſs, ever working good 

out 


LE 3 IP. 
out of evil, Chriſt thereby made an atonement 
for our fins; and on his aſcenſion into heaven, 
the moſt holy place, obtained for us the moſt - 
precious gift of the effuſion of the Holy Spititr - 
to be poured out in due time, on all his diſ- 
ciples. And this great event, certainly began 
on the day of Pentecoſt, immediately ſucceeds | 
ing his aſcenſion, 


But the other prediction of the 70 a A 
as I have ſaid above, appear to me to com- 
prehend a much greater period of time; 
and that they were not to terminate, but with. 

the ſealing up and full completion of the whole 
viſion ; and all the prophecies relative to the 
Mefliah,down to the time of his being folemaly 
anointed as the Moſt Holy, or Holy of Holies ; 
becauſe he who made the altar is more holy 
than the altar. And therefore many great affairs 
were to be tranſacted, and many grand events 
were to come to paſs, before the expiration of 
this great period. On this account it ſhould 
ſeem highly probable, that this period is to de- 
termina, or terminate, with the actual perſonal 
deſcent of the Meſſiah on earth ; and his en- 
trance 


mtc into, ſuch an houſe, as hall far ſurpaſs 


. ſervants the prophets.” And therefore faith 


rb 


the. glory of the former one.—As much as this, 
we-think he hath declared by the prophets of 
_ times. For i ſurely the Lord God will do 
n nothing but he revealeth his ſecret unto his 


be hy his ſervant Haggai, when ſpeaking of 
the ſecond temple— I will ſhake all nations, 


E and the defire of all nations ſhall come, and 


% Iwill fl this houſe with glory, ſaith the | 
Lord of Hoſts, The filver is mine and the 
4 gold is mine, faith the Lord of Hoſts, The 
glory of this latter houſe ſhall be greater 
% than that of the former, faith the Lord of 


, Hoſts, (doubtleſs as much and more than 


— - - 


gold ſurpaſſeth filver) and in this place will 
give peace, faith the Lord of Hoſts,” 


| > Now we think the latter part of this de- 
claration evidently relates to the latter temple; 
hereafter to be built, in conformity to the 
pattern exhibited to the prophet Ezekiel; 
ſeeing the Meſſiah, could not ſo emphatically 
be ſaid to be the defire of all nations, until 
his glorious name was made known unto the 
Gentiles, * the preaching of the goſpel. 

And 


6 
And this ſuppoſition appears to be Arengthened 
and corroborated, in the declaration of the 
Lord of Hoſts, by the prophet Malachi ; when 
he ſays, * Behold, I will ſend my meſſenger, 
* and he ſhall prepare the way before me: and 
*£ the Lord whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come 
« to HIS temple : even the meſſenger of the 
* covenant, whom ye delight in: behold he 
* ſhall come, faith the Lord of Hoſts. But 
* who may abide the day of his coming? And 
© who ſhall ſtand when he appeareth? For 
e he is like a refiner's fire, and like a fuller's | 
* ſoap. And he ſhall fit as a refiner and pu- 
« rifier of filver : and he ſhall purify the ſons 
« of Levi, and purge them as gold and filver ; 
* that they may offer unto the Lord an offering 
« in righteouſneſs. Then ſhall the offering 
* of Judah and Jeruſalem be pleaſant unto the 
« Lord, as in the days of old, and as in for- 
% mer years.” But this latter event we do not 
yet ſee come to paſs. We therefore hope and 
truſt, that when this time is come; then © the 
Lord whom ye ſeck, ſhall ſuddenly come to 
« HIS temple: to that houſe where the whole 
limit thereof ſhall be moſt holy.” But we be- 


1 lieve 


— — 


—— — — 
. 


. 
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_ that firſt the words.of Okeitt maſt be ful 


filled, when he ſaid + Elias truly ſhall firſt 
* come, and ſhall reſtore all things.” For thus 
alſo * faith the Lord of Hoſts, behold I will 
« ſend you E/jab the prophet, before the com- 


e ing of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 
„And he ſhall turn the hearts of the fathers to 
40 their children, and the hearts of the children 
to their fathers ; leſt I come and ſmite the 


«earth with a curſe.” 


And what-confirms me in this opinion 
is, the greatneſs of this wonderful and my- 


ſterious prophecy of the ſeventy weeks. For 


although it does not wholly and ſolely, yet 


it does in a great meaſure, relate directly 


and chiefly to you, and to events that more 
eſpecially concern you. For doubtleſs, when 
the angel ſaid to the prophet, . Seventy 
« weeks. are determined upon thy people, 
% and thy holy City,” he ſpake of you and 


of jeruſalem. And when he ſaid theſe weeks 
were * to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make 
e an end of ſins;“ it ſhould ſeem, that he 


lignified, that your tranſyrefions were to be 
| finiſhed, 


41 


- finiſhed; and your Gns ended, IR * ter · 
minated: and thus far I agree With Mr. Levi. 
Beſides we truſt and hope, that by theſe words 
were BY meant, the finiſhing of thoſe of the 


And wha he further declared, that within the 
limits of theſe /eventy weeks . reconciliation 
ec was to he made for iniquity, and everlaſting 
« righteouſneſs brought in: we may, I think 
clearly perceive that within this time, a com- 
pleat teconciliation was to be made for your 
iniquities, and likewiſe for ours. For it 
ſhould ſeem, the great work of reconciliation is 
continually going on, and will continue ſo to 
do, by the mediation and interceſſion of Chriſt 
the Meffiah, until theſe weeks are ended. 
Becauſe, although he made the great atonement 
neceſſary for you and for us, when he made 
the one great oblation of himſelf, as a' propi- 
tiatory ſacrifice, once for all; and then entered 
into the moſt holy of holies, the heaven of 
heavens : yet cannot it be ſo compleatly faid, 
that everlaſting righteouſneſs was then brought 
in, as it may when Chriſt ſhall come in glory 
to take the kingdom, and to eftabliſh the 
univerſal Theocracy over all nations. There- 
L 2 8 
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by confirming the covenant which he made 
with your forefathers, Abraham Iſaac and 
Jacob. Yet we may truly ſay, that his ſpiri- 
tual kingdom began then, when the effuſion 
of the Holy Spirit took place on his diſciples ; 
at the day of Pentecoſt that immediately ſuc- 
ceeded his aſcenfion into heaven : according 

to the tenor of our ſcriptures. But at his 
ſecond advent, when he ſhall come in great 
glory, to deſtroy the great power of Anti- 
Chriſt; and to puniſh the falſe Prophet, who 
Hath preſumptiouſly ſpoken in the name of the 

Lord God: then will the viſion, and the pro- 

phecy relative to him, be finiſhed and com- 
-pleated; and then will he gloriouſly and 
viſibly be anointed King, Prieſt, and Prophet, b 
over all nations, peoples, and languages. 


Hence then, brethren, we truſt you will 
plainly perceive, that we ſincerely deſire you, 
to ſearch the ſcriptures of your own canon; 
to ſce whether the prophecies contained therein, 

relative to the firſt coming of the Meſſiah, 
were or were not accompliſhed in the perſon of 


Jeſus of Nazareth. 
| And 


4 

And ſince, as far as I can learn, the moſt 
intelligent, and moſt conſiderate men among 
you; do now readily confeſs and believe, 
that the Meſſiah has already appeated in- 
carnate in the world, in a ſtate of humility; 
you will certainly do well to turn your 
thoughts to the conſideration of the pro- 
phecies yet to be accompliſhed in Him: and 
of the time, when he is to come in Glory, to 
take upon himſelf the Dominion and the 
Kingdom. For (faith the Lord of Hoſts, 
by the prophet . Malachi) the Prieſts lips 


* ſhould keep knowledge, and they ſhould _ 


& ſeek the law at his (Mefliah's) mouth; for 
« he is the meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts.” 
Let us then brethren, candidly endeavour to 
do this: For Have we not all one father? 
Hath not one God created us?” Why then 


| ſhould we deal treacherouſly one with another, 


every man againſt his brother? Give me 
leave therefore, to ſuggeſt to you; that from the 
. analogy. and cogent concurrence, of different 
predictions in Holy Writ ; it ſhould ſeem very 
Plain, that this great and deſirable event will 
- 


© 72 3s; 
9 VOY take law; at or about the time of 


ig ** -$crmination of hes ſeventy weeks, 


orf this, Mr. Levi alſo l to have es | 


8 clouded conceptions ; | as appears from his 


third letter to Dr. Prieſtley, in his ſecond 
pamphlet. For he there ſeems to apprehend, 


that according to this prophecy, you were 


and are to remain in your preſent eaptivity, 
4 until tranſgreſſion ſhall be conſumed ; fin 
« i deſtroyed out of the carth ; everlaſting righ- 
. teouſneſs brought in; and all the earth 
| « brought to the knowledge of the true God.“ 

| Vide page 82. 


But of this he toe not, as yet, api to 

| Tave a clear comprehenſion. For in the page 
Tesch he ſays, It is manifeſt, that the 
end of the ſeventy weeks, was to be the bee 
rginning of further catamities ; and that no 
« joyful event was to take place at the end of 
the feventy weeks.“ This he ſays, im con- 
traciiſtinction to an aſſertion of Dr. Prieſtley : 
that the language of the prophecy clearly 
« indicates, that the termination of this lon- 
Ager period of ſeven times ſeventy years 
« would 


(4-4/8 
* would be ſome joyful event, and not x ea 
. + lamitous one: for it was to finiſh tranſgreſ - 


* fion, to make an end of fin, to make 
« reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
s everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the 
* viſion, and to anoint the Moſt Holy.“ 


mes both Mr Levi and Dr: Pricfiley 
evidently here underſtand, with the generality | 


of commentators, that the ſeventy weeks, only . . 


meant 490 years. But I apprehend, that 
when you and theſe. gentlemen, come to give 
the predition a more mature and due conſi- 
deration ; they and you will then think wick 
me, that it comprehended, in its full extent, 
2 a much greater period of time. 


For Dr. Prieſtley is certainly right in 
thinking, that the prophecy of the ſeventy 
weeks, was. © to. terminate with ſome joyful 
i event, and not a calamitous: one.” Al 
though. it ſhould: ſeem, he and we wert 
wrong, in imagining. that the ſeventy: weeks, 
meant only the 490 years, that were to end 
3 * of the Meſſiah. Mr. 
Levi 


(6) 


ter is alſo cy Wise in a gyn g. 
* n joyful event is mentioned to take place 


vs at the end of the ſeventy weeks' for the 


| angel affirms directly the contrary. 


But this lfiake of Mr. Levi, appears to 


me, to originate from his erroneous ſuppeſi- 
tion; that the termination of theſe ſeventy 
weeks, were coincident with the deſtruction 
of the city and the ſanctuary, by the Romans; 


and the conſequent deſolations that were to 
follow! thereupon, for the overſpreading of 


- abominations. Vide his Letter to Dr. Prieſt- 


o 
: 
- 
. : 
OEY 
. >" 


TT an Jed to think, chat the fendt 


ments of both theſe writers, in this inſtance, 


may be made reconcileable with each 
other; by a more full and candid conſidera- 
tion, of all the different predictions revealed 


= unto the prophet, in the whole of this viſion. 


For if the true prophetical intention, in the 


5 prediction of the ſeventy weeks, is to ſhew, 


that at their termination, the ſin of your na- 
tion ſhall be finally taken away; and that your 
ſufferings 


e 


ſafferings and captivity under myſtical Baby- 
lon ſhall then ceaſe, and be happily determined 
by the ſucceſſion and eſtabliſhment of the 
Meſſiah's kingdom, upon the utter ruin of 
the fourth and laſt monarchy: then it muſt 
follow, that theſe ſeventy weeks, at leaſt in 
their ultimate ſignification, meant more than 

490 years. For they could not poſſibly begin 
at a later period, than that of your expulſion 
out of Judea; ſince which time, there has 
now elapſed almoſt 1700 years. And no other 


particular events have happened, reſpecting 
your nation, from that time until now, that 


can be fixed on as an epocha for their com- 
mencement. Theſe things duly conſidered; 
it ſeemeth to me, that our learned Dr, Mede 
was right in his conjecture, when ſpeaking 
of the begining of the ſeven weeks, that 
were to commence with the going-forth of the 
word or commandment to reſtore and to build 
Jeruſalem. For with reſpect to that, he ſays 
« take not this epocha to be that of the 
„ whole 70 weeks; but a ſecond root of a 
** lefſer period of time comprehended i in them 
** whoſe begining was to be after the ſeventy 


K e Weeks 


| leaſt no further than that he apprehended they 
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t veel were begun, and the we before they 
| „ ſhould be ended.“ Now this appears to me, 
to be the real truth; although I do not 
know, that this acute diſcerner af hidden 
things, ever pointed out wherein he thought 
the ſpeciſic difference lay, between theſe two 
great periods. But another of our writers, of 
great judgment, did conjecture that they pro- 
bably meant ſeventy jubilees of years: and he 
certainly had good grounds for this conjefture. 
But it does not appear from his work, that he 
had a right conception of the time of their 
commencement and. their termination. At 


were to end with the anointing of the Meſſiah 
as King, according to the expreſs declaration 
of the prediction: or that they were to termi- 
nate with the anointing of the Moſt Holy. 
There is however, little reaſon to doubt of 
his being right, with reſpect ta the number 
of years comprehended in this period. For 
I, for my own part, am now clearly convin- 
vinced, that the prediction truly fignified 

 fruenty weeks of ſabbaths of years; or 490 
times ſeven years: being in the whole 3430 

: years, 


„ 


We 70 jubilees: of 49 years each. This 
_ great period therefore, cotaprehended in it, 
all the other different ones, revealed unto 
Daniel in this viſion. But what is more, I 
am led to thi , from an attentive oonſidera · 
tion of the whole viſion 3 that they compre- 
hended all the great events, and all the viciſ- 
fitudes, that have happened, or ever will hap- 
pen, to your nation; from the year that your 
forefathers croſſed the river Jordan, and wet 
forth to go into the Land of Canaan, with the 
Lord their true King at their head; until the 
day that he ſhall again go forth at the head of 
your armies, to deliver you from all 'your 
enemies: and ſhall comfort you, concerning 
the evil that he hath brought upon Jerufalem, 


Hence than you will plainly perceive, 
that we reckon this great period to have begun, 
with the firſt year of the firſt jubilee, And 
you doubtleſs well know, this was to have 
been, on the 1oth' day of the ſeventh month, 
or the day of atonement, of the firſt year that 
your forefathers entered into the promiſed land. 
M on that day in the Atietbh year, the trum- 


K 2 pet 


ve) 


pet of the jubilee-was to ſound, throughout 
all the land. For thus ſaith the Lord; 

Thou ſhalt number ſeven ſabbaths of n | 
* unto thee; ſeven times ſeven years; and the 
£4, ſpace of the ſeven ſabbaths of years ſhall be 
* unto thee forty and nine years. Then ſhalt 
5* thou | cauſe the trumpet of the jubilee to 
„ ſound, on the tenth day of the ſeventh month, 
Ny in the day of atonement ; then .thell ye make 
the trumpet ſound throughout all your land.“ 
Levit. chap. 25, ver. 8, 9. And becauſe I 
here reckon this great period of the ſeventy 
weeks, to be ſeventy weeks of fabbaths of 
years, or ſeventy times ſeven times ſeven years, 
being 490 times 7, or 3430 years; it muſt 
follow, that this great period is not yet ter- 
minated, whether yours or ours is the true 
amn. 


ine becauſe neither you nor we, can 4:/to- 
ricalh know this, without exactly aſcertaining 
the true period of time, from the exodus to 
the laying of the foundation of the temple; I 
| ſhall here beg leave to add, from our ſcrip= 
tures, another proof of what I advanced in 

| it my 


% when they dwelt as ſtrangers in the land of 
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my note to article 51, at page 22 of my 


four hundred and eighty, inſtead of five bun- 
dred and eighty : and which I then omitted to 


inſert in that note. And this is, that account 
given us by the apoſtle Paul, in the 13th 
chapter of the acts of the apoſtles, at the time 
when he ſtood up, in the ſynagogue at An- 
tioch, at the requeſt of the rulers. - For we 
are there informed, that Then Paul ſtood 
« up, and beckoning with his hand,” faid ; 
* men of Iſrael, and ye that fear God, give 
audience. The God of this people of Iſrael 
* choſe our fathers, and exalted the people 


« Egypt, and with an high arm brought them 


t out of it. And about the time of forty years 
«© ſuffered he their manners in the wilderneſs. 


« And when he had deſtroyed ſeven nations in- 

« the land of Canaan, he divided their land 

* to them by lot. And after that, he gave 

« unto them Judges, about the ſpace of four 

% hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the 

** prophet,” And — they defired 2 
; | | cc King, 


chronology; concerning the miſtake in the 
| 6th chapter of the firſt book of Kings, of 


( 


| „ Ring; and God gave: ei utes Rh 
. - **(op of Kis, a mian of the tribe of Benjamin, 
© by the ſpace of forty years. And when he 
had removed him, he raiſed up unto them, 
„David to be their King.” Now from what 


| Paul here fays, we have a confirmation, that 


it was not four bundred and eighty, but fue 
bundreid and eighty years, from the exodus to 
the laying of the foundation of the temple; 
as I have collected it from the book of Judges, 
bee. in my former epiſtle. For if we add 
"the 40 years of the wanderings in the wil» 
derneis, which the apoſtle here mentions, to 
the 5 years, from the entrance of your fore- 
- fathers into Canaan, to the conqueſt of the 
even Kings, and the divifion of the land; 
and hereto the 450 years, which he mentions 
from that time until Samuel; and 40 years 
more for the time from Samuel to the death 
of Saul: it makes in the whole 535 Years, for 
the time from the exodus to the death 
of Saul, according to the apoſtle. And be- 
cauſe David- reigned 40 years. (vide 1ſt book 
of Kings, ch. ii, ver. 11) And that it was 


three years, from his death to the time that 
Solomon 


(a) 
Solomon laid the faundationof the temples this 
makes in the whole 43, which added to 539, 


makes 578 years, from the cxodus to the time 
that Salomon began to build the temple. 


And this is but #49. years ſhort of 380 years, 
This therefore is a full confirmation of whas 
I aflected; becauſe Paul poke only from me» 
mory and ſaid. it was «bout 450 years, from 


prophet : and I have ſhewn, from the parti» 
culars in the books of Joſhua, Judges and Sa» 
mae}, that it was 452 years which makes the 
difference. of the 22 is my account 
6 f 


It is therefore a certain truth, that the 
paſſage in the 1ſt verſe of the 6th chapter of 
the firſt book of Kings, ſhould be five hundred 
and eighty, inſtead of four hundred and eighty. 


From hence than it appears to be undoubt- 
ly true, that according to our reckon- 


ing, L490. years actually paſſed away; from. 
the year that your forefathers entered inte 
the Land of Canaan, under Joſhua the ſon of 


Nun, to the time of the crucifixion of Chriſt; 
the 


the. dixiden of $a lard newt Samael Bs - - 


0 7 b) 
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and your' poſterity: into the pꝓerpetual poſſeſuon a 
of- this land. And ſince there have now 


paſſed away 17 556 years more, from the time 


_ tothe foregoing 1590, it makes in the whole 
3340 years, for the time that has paſſed away, 
from that paſſover when Joſhua croſſed the 
river: Jordan, with all the hoſt, and entered 
into Canaan; to the paſſover in the preſent 
year. There therefore certainly remains no 
more than 84 years, to compleat the whole 
period of 3430 years, or 70 jubilees. Hence 
than I conclude, theſe Seventy weeks f ſab- 
baths of . will end in the year 1874 of 


our æra. Now in my former epiſtle to you, 


I ſhewed that the deſtruction of Gog, the chief 
Prince of Meſhech and Tubal ; the falſe pro- 
phet, that hath ſpoken preſumptiouſly in the 
name of God; is to be deſtroyed, according 
to the predictions of the Holy Spirit, by the 
- apoſtles and the prophets, in or about the year 
1866 of our æra. And I will call for a 
% ſword againſt him throughout all my moun- 
* tains, faith the LORD GOD: every man's 

„ ſword 


when he was crucified ; if we add theſe 1756 


n „ 


| ä a” | 

ſs plead-againſt him wish: peſtifence; and. 
«4-with blowdo- and T6] rain. topos bim and; 
upon his bands, and upon the many people, 
that are with him, an overflowing tain, aud 
4 great hailſtones, ſire and brimſtone: Thug 
will I'megpify myſelf, and ſtify myfalf, 
and I will be known in the eyes af many 
4 nations ; and they ſhall, know. that-L, amm 
te tho Lord...Behold it is come and it is dobe/ 
, ſaith the LORD GOD chis is. the day 
* whereof. I have ſpoken... And they.,that | 


« dwell in the cities of Iſrael hall go forth, 
% and ſhall fet on fire and burn the weapons, 


© both the ſhields and the bucklers, the bows 
<and the atrows, and the hand- ſtaves andthe 


te ſpears,” and they ſhall. due dunn firg 
« ſeven Jars.” 11. a ü Lo 7 ca 2% 
N 
The Sven years] hereforeadded to 18 1866, akg 
1873, which 5 8 up to 1874 of our ern. 
bk 580 have above ſhewn, „ tg be 
very Years « of the termination of the great 
— of 3430 years, contained i in the ſeventy 
We ſeyen fabbaths of | years, Thus = 
L 


any. 


| veplidinly W 
cents. Then therefore will begin the grand 
Jubilee of Jubilees. For 26 your forefathert 


did nt, and you could not, neither have you, 
ever properly obſerved "the injunction of the 
LORD 60, to celebrate the jubilee in the 
gbthiyear; it ſhould ſeem; the land muſt at that 
time enjoy her jubilee ſabbath with a pecu- 
m degree of holineſt. Then ſhall ye have a 
* ſong as in the night, when a holy ſolemnit7 
« is kept, and gladneſs: of heart, as when one 
« poeth with a pipe, to come into the moun- 
"tain of the Lord, to the” Mighty u of 
«&:Ffrael.” D Ne os ft Mn 
lt eri 8 & Str cin 
Previous 4 this joyful 15 we iid ex- 
pe@ you to be called upon, to return home, to 
take poſſeſſion of your paternal inheritance: 
God grant this gracious day may be, as I have 
endeavoured to ſhew, next year. His ildom, 
power and g dodneſs, are fully {ufficidnt for the 
| ent Rs of all thoſe promiſes, which he 
iven to you, and to your forefathers ; 
and he 212 is able and willing on his part. to do 
all thoſe — which are neceſſary for their 
a accome 


(un) 


aceotdpliumeine.;! It: only; therefore. remains, 
for you to be | obedient ;{ and in theſe, Itter 
days,;:rightly-to:! confider, ther Siflercace ber 
tween:the! Meſſiab s preparatory. and his glo- 
rious kingdom, This we the more confidently 
ethort you to do, as knowing that na promi 
is oſtener repeated in the canon of tha holy 
leripturess than that of your future final reſta- 


* Haztirv. 78 ALD 12.5 Nr 7163.4 


£0.14 20.8 
, Hains bid .chos, och, on, Ke 
- important. ſubje® 3. 1 ſhall no beg — to 
Sn an error ig ie note, at page, on 
Atiele the 11th. of my chronglogy, 1 Ip: my former 
epilte, For in that. note I ſay 27 « Heags it 
—— that Noah's flood was anno mundi 
3. for from the Kreation of Adam, to 
_ irth of Arphaxad, Was .1656 Ac 
« and ſince Arpbazad was born ap years after 
1 che Hogd, it we e deduct oo» years fre om 16g | 
« it gives us 1654, for the year of the fle 
Na this note was founded op the expr 
in dhe xxxii, verſe, of the stb chapter, of Ge- 
aha it is ſaid, «. And Noah. was five 
<P | L2 | hun- 


— 
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© Noth 


. oF ages” Bar from Whats! ſtid ih. ide 


Aud f fed8rdet that “ it x 


** Nach behit:Sheai, ba 


Hm; ahd Jaghieth.” And alto on tho Sch 


e u e öh cheap whote 5s e 
brgat three ſons, Shim, Ham, and 
e Japheth.” From wheide I had ihfored, 
hit? men "was Maß. elde tony and conſe. 


ery Te of the — — 


fn of? — — — 
n the OE Buffürtäth peut öf Noah's We, in 
+ ME ſesohd month, the fevellttehth dsp of 

e the enibiith / the fumd dag werd alk the ft 
ine ef the Freut deep broken u K „and te 
. WIH dw ot Heaven wa _ 
t EnfABEnith vette bf the” . chapter 


t to 70 0 
Ae BE Vosd tach wd RE year! in the Hr 


1 thonth 2 filit day of tue month, dhe wa- 
in n Kd is" Röm or the eafch. 
Ad in Ie een That „ In che sb fd 
Wikionth, og We Leven and twentieth diy f 
t rhe a0,” Wiz the Birth dried.“ With 
Nt Weir Yofth, and fits ſons, and ü his 


— 1 * wife, 


0 "7 » 


Wiel and hir fon's wives with him; frdben 
Wie an., "Aint therefote,” Noah war I 
bunttct years old when hie came forth from 


the war dne hundred, two years after the flogd, 
when Arpharad was born; -and--therefpre whs 
worm himfelf when Noah was fiyc hundred and 


two'ytars old. And cnfequently, it w As er- 
Tainty 1656 years, from the creation to the 
„rn e brew 


year when \he:tnterad into it. 


ech EST. 


The s of = aki AR >> re- 


Sed ta Abrahams being either the older. the 


according to your bible. For in the ſixteenth 


and ſeventeenth verſes of the cleventh chapter 


, Geneſis, it is: ſaid: And Terah lived 


i ſeventy years, and begat Abram, Nahor and - 


© Harn. No theſe are the generations of 
« Terah 3 Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and 
% Haran.“ From theſe two fimilar expreC- 
ions chen, it is natural te conclude, that 
"Abram was the eldeſt ſon of Terah. But 


W 


ſeoond, ox the third ſon. of his father Temb; . 


w 


(#5 


of expreliion, in the chittyiſecotid verſo uf che 
fifth chapter. When he ſays, Naah was five 


Hundred years old: and Noah begat Shani, 
<0 Ham and Japheth.“ And yet it appears, 
that Sem was not the e/def, but the fer 
:fori j we cannot certainly infer from the mode 
of expreſſion only, that Abram wu the eldeſt 
n of Terah. And if there was. no miſtake in 
Ahat is fuld in your bible, in the thirty ſecond 
verſe of the eleventh chapter of 'Genefts, that 
s the days of Terah were two hundred and five 
years: and Terah died in Heran.“ And that 
Wut 18 faid in the fourth verſe af the twelfth 
chapter is true, that Abram was ſoventy and 
r years old when" he depirted out of Hu 
. Nn Then it muſt follow, that either 
Abra was not the eldeſt ſon, or elſel that 
Teral lived fixty years in Haran after Abram 
departed out of Haran. For from the birth of 
T crab, to the time that Abram depat ted from 


Haran, could be but 14 5 years, if Abram was 
the eldeſt fon of Terah, and born when he was 


"ſeventy years ; ; lice 79 A to 7: 5. | thakes 


45 years, 


* 9 - J 7 * - 
1 | z ' ' 
45 5 11 10 ©: 


3 45 Now 


| (79) | 
Wees pech UN. 4 Abram Was 


<< #200 bundred\and thirty-ſecond year after. the 
i deluge for Terah begat- Abram in his- 


Abram muſt have been the eldeſt ſon; 44 it 


is not probable, that Terah's three ſons' were = 


that this author thought that Terah- died in 


alſo fays: Now Terah hating Chaldea, on 
« account" of his mourning for Haran, they 
all removed to Haran, of Meſopotamia, 
_ here Terah- died and was buried moſt 
probably by his ſon Abram. Yet Joſephus 
afterwards ſays, Terah lived to be two 


likely took from | yoUun bible, 


But we have « more expreſs declaration 


from: one of your nation, that Abram did not 
leave Haran till his father was dead. For we 
learn, from the acts of the apoſtles, (chap. vii) 
that when Stephen was brought before the 
council, and interrogated by the High Prieſt, 


46 he 


the —— —— = 


 S:pentieth year. According to-which account; "4 


Haran, before his ſon Abram left it. For he 


hundred and ſive years old, which he moſt 


er badurlt in Cheranb, and Haid unge him; 


4 _+-xwhetein ye nam dall“ And we do not | 
find that the High Prieſt, ar any of the | 


( 


he aid men, brethren and ſathery — 
„ed 'of glary-appeated:uetoi:our father 


Abra, when he was in Maſopotamia, be- 


ge then ant of thy country, and fram thy 
« kindred; and com into the land which! 1 
ſhall ſheve ther. Then came de aut of the 
et land ef: tha Chaldeans, and dwelt in Cha- 
ran; and from thence, when hut ſathen was 
c ι,, be namayed him - ito. this land; 


council, then denied the truth af this accqunt; 
although they ſtoned him to death. ad a hlaſ- 
„ bercauſe e hore his teſtimoay. Mat 


. the Chriſt :; of whom he declared 


they had been the ed murderera. 


17 
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From hence thernkare, we are certain, __ 


it was but ſeventy-five: years from the, birth 
of Abtam te the daath . of his father Torah. It 


and therefore not the eldeſt ſon; ox that there 
is miſtale crept into your bible, at the gail 


verſe 


% Or Faran. 


muſt conſrguentiy than either be, that Abram 
was not born till his father was 30% Nars old, 


n) 


inſertion of the words t hundred, inſtead of. 
one hundred and forty ; ; and that the words 
| ſhould be, the days of T, erab were one bundred 

forty and five years, inſtead of „ the days of 

Terah were fo bundred and foe Years.” | 
And this we find confirmed by the Samaritan. 
pentateuch. For there it is ſaid, that Te- 
rah when he died, was one hundred and farty 
4 ' five years old; which agrees exactly with 


the other numbers, and ſhews that Abram | 


was the eldeſt ſon of Terab, and that be way 
born when his father was ſeventy years of age. 
And as it is ſaid in the 12th chapter of the 


exodus, that the ſojournings of your forefa- 
thers, from the firſt call of Abram, when ho 


was ſeventy years of age, (vide note to article 


25 of my chronology, page 15) to the exodus, 
was 430 years; it was conſequently alſo 500 
from the birth of Abram, And ſince Joſe- 
phus ſays, his birth was in the 292d year after 
the flood ; and that he therein agrees with your 
bible, admitting him to be þorn when his fa- 
ther was 70, then it muſt be 792 years, from 
the flood to the exodus. This agrees with the 

M heathen 


vers of the 11th chapter of, Geneſis, by an _ 


. 
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. heathen clironology of Beroſus, of the time 
of the coming of your forefathers out of Egypt 
after the flood, within two years. For he 
reckons it to be no more than 794 years; 


which is a very extraordinary circumſtance : 
fince he fays, he compiled his book out of the 


1 1 


ancient records of Chaldea. 


T have been thus particular in this article, 
in order to diſcover the truth; becauſe it is 
one of the moſt peculiar circumſtances in 


your chronology, from the flood to the ex- 
dus. And becauſe a friend of mine had been 


frongly of opinion, that Abram was the ſe- 


cond fon of Terah, and not born till his father 
Was 13 0 years old. But this I do not think 
probable for this reaſon ; that i is, that Abrams 
mother muſt have then been 80 years old, or 
thereabouts, as well as his father 1 30; becauſe 


Terah's eldeſt fon was born when he was 70 


years of age (and conſequently fixty years be- 
fore he was 130,) at which time we cannot 
250 his wife to be much leſs than 20, and 

urſe 90, when her huſband was 130. 
Nom this is — very likely, becauſe when the 


Ss apgel 


[ry MM «a *% +4 Ca. f 
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angel of the Lord promiſed Sarah a 9 at . 
age of go, the Haug bel ed at the ſaying ; asthinkip wg 
it thi ighly im bisbable. by reaſon of her oy 
ge, and that eber Baba, : for he Was the 
a hundred, Bu t had the e that Abrach's 
mother was 2. or 90, when he was born, and 
his father 1305 ; there would not have appeared 
any, t thing very improbable i in it. Again, | 
appears, that Sodom and Gomorrah 1 Was. de- 


ſtroyed. when Abram was near 99 years of 
age ; and that Lor's s two dau aughters were then 
grown up, to a marriageable.c ate : 5 as we learn 
they t then had been 7 8 to two young 
men of Sodom, who. refuſe d to 8⁰ with Lot 
and the two an gels. We may therefore, 1 
think, ſafely conclude Lot to have been then 
about 50 years of age 5 and admitting this, 
then. Lot was born when his uncle Abram was 
49.3 and if ſo, 1 then he Was 21, when he and 
his.uncle came from Haran: all which corre 
ſponds very well with the ſuppoſition, that 
Abram was born When his father Terah was 
70 years of age. But in order howeveg, to 
confirm what. I have here advanced; I. ſhall 
now enen ta prove it, by, a more ſubſtan= | 

1 M 2 tial 


2 


(%) 
| tia} argument. —Firſt then 1 take it lor Sant. 


intelligent of Jour writers; that previous to 
| the exodus, both your civil and eccleſiaſtical 
year, always began with the firſt appearance 0 of 
the fi firſt new moon, after the autumnal « equi- 
Pots And that after the exodus, according 

o, Moſes, your | civil year ſtil} continued to 
; SRP this equinox ; ; ; but the eccleſiaſtical af 
the vernal one :  agfecable to your preſent cuſ- 
tom, And on the ground « of this latter poſi- 
| tion, and that of the facts recorded i in the beſt 


human hiſtories ; I ſhewed from page 190 to 
193. of my former epiſtle to you, that 3385 
years had indifputably paſſed away, from the 
vernal equinox. at the exodus to that in the 
laſt year. And therefore 3386 years have paſ- 
ſed away ſince that time, dt the ſpring equi- 
nox in the 'preſent year, A. D. 1790; and 
conſequently alfo, 3387 from the next àutum- 
Hal obe, to that preceding the exodus. Now 
I hade befbre fhewn, that, admitting your 


eat fore father Abraham was born when his 


ther Terah was 70 years of age; it then war 


ad — frotn the men 2 at the 
flood, 


8s) 


flood, to that preceding the exodus. If there 
fore we add 3387 to 792, we get 4779, for 
the number of years from the autumnal equi - 
nox in the preſent year, A. D. 1790, to that 
at the commencement of the flood. In the 
next place, I find it recorded by Moſes, that 
the flood began on the 17th day of the ſecond 
month, and that it appears to have been on the 
ſabbath day. If this then be true, and that you 
and your forefathers, have regularly kept the 
fabbath every ſeventh day, from the flood to 
the preſent time, and we haye no reaſon to 
think that you have not, then there muſt be 
an even number of weeks, from that at the 
flood to any particular one in the preſent 
year. As for inſtance, I find your firſt fab» 
bath, after the firſt new moon ſucceeding the 
autumnal equinox this year, begins on the 
evening of the 8th day of our month of Octo- 
ber. And likewiſe, that the autumnal equinox 
begins on the 22d of September, at 17 minutes 
after 9 in the morning. Therefore from this 
equinox, to the begining of your firſt ſabbath 
after the firſt newmoon ſucceeding it is 1284180 
ſeconds. This ſabbath I alſo find begins at 
33849 


4 


33840 ſeconds after this new. mop, beeauſe 
that the: moon changes on the lame. day, -the 
geh of October, at 36, Minutes paſt 8 o clock 
initbomagrning,c! Now, in 40: ears, I find 
chere lare 19a 876439743 ſeconds, .(<qual, to 
31556937! cautiplied by 4179) to which, if we 
add che- ahOoYe 1284580 fconds; thetime: from 
the autumnal equinax-this. year, ta the begin- 
ing of your ſab bath, un the eighth day of 
October; wethave 131877723903 feconds, for 
the time, from this ſabbath, to the autumnal 

equinox; 4179 years ago: or to the autumnal 
equinox preceding the commencement of the 
flood, according to our reckoning. And be- 
cauſe this ſabbath begins at 33840 ſeconds 
after the new moon on the ſame day, there are 
210 131877690063 ſeconds, from that equi: 
nox #0 this new, moon. Now herein I find 
there are 51687 lunations, and 1255722 ſec, 
over: and above; and that therefore the. firſt 
new moon after the equinox at that time, was 
14da. 12h. 48min, 42ſec. (or. 12 $5722 ſec.) 
| after. it. And becauſe it alſo appears, that it 
certainly is 131877723903 ſeconds, from the 


Wing of your ſabbath on the 8th day of 
Octo- 


657 


Oc ober in this preſent year, to the autummal 
equinox 479 years ſince; if we take there. 
from 1255722 ſeconds, the time of the new 
moon after that equinox,” we have 13787548 
$181 ſeconds, for the time from "that new 
moon to this ſabbath. And herein there ard 
contained 218049 Werks 5 days 16 Minutes 
and 21 ſeconds : and therefore the ne moon 
was at 43 min. 39 ſec, after five in the aftet- | 
noon of the 1 5th day after the equinox ; 4; and 


conſequently the firſt day of the firſt month, 


began the next day at 24h. 16min, 21 ſec. or 0 
87381 ſeconds after the change : becauſe the 
moon was then viſible, | Since alſo the Hood 
began with the commencement of the 19th 
day of the. ſecond month, it was 46 days after 
the year began; and in theſe 46 days, there 
are contained 3974490 ſeconds, which added 
to the above 87381 ſeconds, make 4061781 
ſeconds; for the time from the new moon 
preceding, to the commencement of the flood. 
If than we add hereto 125572 ſeconds, the 
time of the new moon after the equinox, we 
get 5317 503 ſec. for the time from the au- 
tymnal equinox, to that when Noah entered 


into 


686605 


And'if we take theſe 5317504 ſeconds from 
131877723903 ſeconds, the time from the an- 


- tideluvian equinox to the ſabbath on the 8th 


of October in this year, we have 131872406400 


ſeconds, for the time from this ſabbath te the 
firſt day of the flood. And herein I find there 
are exactly 218043 weeks. ü 


Hence it is, that we have one ftrong proof, 
that our reckoning is right from the flood. But 
this i is not all, for if I am here accurate, then 
every other aſtronomical occurrence that is 
truly recorded, muſt anſwer hereto: and we 
mall de able to prove from hence, whether 
Abram was born when his father Terah was 
70 or 130 years old. For in the former 
eaſe i it muſt be 792 years, from the flood to 


the exodus, and in the latter 8 52 years. Now 


in my firſt epiſtle to you, at page 186, I 
ſhewed,” that in your bible, Moſes has cer- 
tainly recorded it as a fact, that the 22d day 
of the 2d month after the exodus, was a ſab- 
bath day. From whence I alſo proved, by 
5 reckoning backward to the exodus, that the 


firſt 


into the ark, according to out reckoning. 


89 


and Abbach dey after your ers _ | 
ont of Rgypt, Was on the third da 
enodus, and on the ſeventeenth 405 0 the fo 
month Niſan. And from thence I ſhewed _ | 
cauſe. we had hereby a ſufficient data) that it 
was exactly 1766 19 weeks, from that firſt ſab- 
bath after the exodus; to that of yours which 
began on the eve of the day whereon the vernal 
equinox happened in the laſt year A. D. 1789. 
For the ſame reaſon, I find it is 196700 weeks, 
from that firſt exodian ſabbath, to that which 
begins on the eve of the 8th day of our Octo- 
ber, in the preſent year. If therefore we are 
right, in reckoning 792 years from the flood 
to the exodus; and 3387 from the autumnal 
equinox preceding the exodus, to that in the 
. preſent year; then there muſt be an even 
number of weeks, from the day when the flood 
began, to the third day after the exodus, or 
che 17th day of the month Niſan. And alſo 
from the day of the commencement of the 
-; flood, to the 8th of October incluſive, in the 
_ preſent year. Now we have above ſhewn, that 
from this day, to that when the flood began, 
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vf Atyg years! And- ſince there ate! 156700 
Weeks, froim tlie fate day ih October, te the 
"third day after tfie exodus; there fhduld be 
41343 Werke rot the ſabbath on this third 
"Up of the "exoiths, to that af the comttience- 
ment of the flood: Now in 1 196700 weeks, 
"Hers Are Juſt Fob$68 166066" ſeconds. It 
Gy alſo appears,” from what we have. ſaid before, 

| that from the beginitig of the ſabbath on the 
gth of October this year, to the autumnal 
"equinox preceding the flood, is 13187772 3903 
ſecbnds. And that ſrom that equihox to the 
labbath at the flood, was 5317503 ſeconds. 
"By raking” therefore this latter number of 
"$307 [7503 from the former one of 131877723903 
"we get 13 (872406400, for the number of 
"Seconds, from che commencement of the fab- 


EEVEETD 


| take the above number of 10686871 boo, con- 
2 tained in the 176700 weeks, from © this laſt 
number 13187240640 we have 2 5004246400, 
wherein there are exactly 41343 weeks. But 
if 


tem 


— —— 
Tera was 30 years, old when Abram. way, 
born) i toꝭ that preceding the exodus; then; I. 
fich there would ngt be an even number. of 
werks, from the fabbath. day at the commences. 
ment of the flood, toi that on the ſeventeenth. * 


day of the firſt month, on the third day after the 
exodus : neither to that on the 22d day of the 


ſecond month after that event. This there 


fote is a proof full and compleat, that it was 
certainly 792; and not, B52 years, from the 


autumnal equinox preceding the flood, to that 


preceding the exodus. Hence therefore. it 


appears certain, that Abram was. born when 
his father Terah was ſeventy years of age; 


the XIth chapter of Geneſis, in your bible, 
which. ſays— tbe. . US Terah were two bun- 
« dred and five years,” is undoubtedly a miſ- 
take, And that the other, which is in the Sama» 


ritan pentateuch, that ſays—** tbe days of 5 | 


% Were one bundred. and forty ve years” 
6 certainly a true and. correct account. For it 
OM N 2 18 
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conſequently the paſſage. i in the 32d verſe, of, 
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1— Ert to an — ha ch fab 
baths, according to your" preſent: obſervation 
Ars, ſhould ſo agree with that at the ed, 
ad with that at the exodus; and the latter 
likewiſe with that at the flood; if it were not 
abislutely true and certain, that is is ex ft 
dat we have ſtated it: that is to fay, that 3386 
. + years have clapfed ſince the exodus ; and that 

792 years more paſſed away, from the flood to 

that time: and therefore 4179 years, from tho 
flood to the preſent year; and conſequently 
58 34 years ſince the creation. Hence it ap- 
pears in the whole, to be ono year more than. 
what I reckoned 'it in my former epiſtio; 
by reaſon of my reckoning it to be 1'6 54 years 
to the flood, inſtead of 165; ; from the ſup- 
poſition that Sem was Noah's eldeſt bn. 
But as it is clearly ſhewn, ſrom what is, ſaid 
above, that he was Noah's ſecond: ſon; it was. 
certainly. 1655 yeats, from the creation te the 
flood, according to your bible. But this by 
no means invalidates the arguments that L then 
made uſe of, to prove the number of years that 
had then paſſed away, fince the exodus; and 


fince 


6 
pode dhe flood: ek apd Kill ape the 
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Tame baſis, Theſe arguments alſo are now far-. 
ther confirmed, by the correſpondence « of the, 
ſabbaths ; and that of the new moons, at the 
flood and at the exodus, - as recorded. by 
Moſes, with that of thoſe in the preſent. Tear. 
And as the dara, which Moſes bath given us. 
are for a certainly fully ſufficient 5 prove 
this point; it ſhould ſeem, that on this ground, 
we, may fafely defy any man Alive, to diſ- 
prove what i is here advanced, concerning the 
of the world. And it is well worthy of 
ſervation, that on theſe. grand chronalogical 
principles, if I may fo call them, it is very 
remarkable, that the ſame number of years | 
paſſed away from the creation to the Flood, | 
as, have, now elapſed fince your expylſiag, out | 
of the Holy, Land: that is 1655 years... For | 
ſo many have paſſed away ſince the termination 
of your war with the Romans ; at the end of 
this, or ſoon after the commencement. of tha 
_ enſuing year. And therefore it alſo ſollowa of 
courſe, that the ſame number of years have. 
likewiſe paſſed away, from the Flood to the 
-  profent 


\ - 
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5 tim men e | as did from the Ve 42 dM 


180 at 8 
of your expulſion : At is fay, 41 79, 


ITH SIND! ae 2:44 
rom ACRE therefore, we fay you may 


7241400 Lo kde 


05 this great conlolation ; that It 12 Certains, 2 


18 22 


ly 99 that 3347 years, have moſt afur edly, 
paſſed I away, fince your forefathers firſt. as Ho 
Into the. Land of . Canaan aan, after the exodus, 
And, that "there are conſequently | bur 83 years. | 
. to the termination of the 7 weeks of 


ſhemittahs, | or the end of the 70 times 49, 


years; | a therefore to the commencement 
of the grand jubilee of jubilees. At bi ich 
time, it ſhould ſeem highly probable, 48 is 1 
aid before, there will be a general blen 
of dhe whole ſeventy ; which will ges rly 


? Pp 341 4 x 
com) pleat 6 fix thouſand 3 years, from the creation. 
is 4 


91 not! ns en is EONS 

. Having ſaid thus much more, reſpecling cbir 
famous propPhecy of the ſeventy werks; and 
| flithfuny endeavoured to diſculs- the above 

fübject, Feldfive"to the true age of the world; 
the nunibet of "years ſince the flood, and 

fiice” the "todus ; I ſhall now beg Leave 
to to akt a few obſervations on the follow- 
ing paſſage in the prophet Micah. . Ferd thy 


pẽople with thy rod (or crook) the flock of 
ce thine 


i 995) | 
i thine heritage; which-dwell ſolitarily im the 


. Hõ⁰õ,,¶ç,; in tlie midſt of Carmel: let them 
4.06, feed in Baſhan and Gilead, as in the days of 


% old. According to the days of thy coming 


out of the land of Egypt, will I begin to 


i ſhe w unto him maruellous things.“ Nο]ͥ 


as Chriſtians, we cannot but underſtand this 
paſſage, as an allegorical ſpeech, between God 


Whercin Chriſt is: addreſſed by the Father, 
under the character of a ſhepherd, andehis peo 


ple repreſented under the image of a; flock, 


dwelling ſolitarily in the world, like a flock 
of ſheep in a wood. And how far this is your 


caſe at preſent, and has been for a long time, 


I leave yu to determine. After this, we find 
he is deſired to feed them, like the choice 
flocks of your forefathers, that were fed in the 
midſt of Carmel, and in Baſhan and Gilead, 


in the days of old. And then God concludes 


with a gracious promiſe of ſnewing forth mar- 
vellous things to a third perſon, according to 
a ſet time. For I think it muſt readily be 


admitted, that in theſe words, ** According 


-. © to the days of thy coming out of the Land 


60 of 


the Father, and his Son Chriſt, the Meſſiah. 5 


tas). 


ko of Apt. Askania oertainly: 4 myſtery 
voruppoll up: of ſomething hidden, eouehed 
[under chem. And: this myſtety, I (as a 
cbriſtian) apprehend to be as follows: that at the 
end vf a certain period of years, commencmg 
àt he time when Chriftcame out of Egypt, on 
_ the death of Hrrod; (God the Father would 
dein to thew forth marvellous things, in fa- 
Vor ef your fortfather Iſrael, by begining 
ts Bleſs you; his poſterity; And this period 

| l ititize, I conceive was to be cual to ſome 
Scher paſt period. And chat this time, is 
| - that which slapſed from the ytar that your 
great forefather Jacob was brought out of Egypt 
aſter his death, by his ſon Joſeph, to that of 
_ Ghrift's coming'out of Egypt. This I find 
to he 19590 years: that is to ſay, 193 years from 
Jaebbꝰs drath to the exodus; and 200 yrs. from 
the exodus tu Jeconah's captivity, and 397 
years, from that time to that of Chriſt's being 
brought ont of Bgypt by his father. And ſince 
' the preſent year of our era is 1790, andi that 
Clift came 6ut of Egypt in the ſecond year 

of this æra, When Herod died, acdording to 


(97 ) 


the evangeliſts and Joſephus ; it is evident 
there elapſed 1790 years, from the time f 
Jacob's being brought out of Egypt, to that 
of - Chriſt's coming from thence, when Ar- 
chelaus began to reign. Since which time, 
there will likewiſe have paſſed away 1790 


years, in the enſuing year. 


From this analogy therefore, and the coinci- 
| dence of the end of this period, with that of the 
termination of the 2300 years; I am allo led 
to think, that the Almighty hath given us to 
underſtand, from this prediction likewiſe; that 
he will, ere long, begin to ſhew forth mar- 
vellous things in your favour: as being lite- 
rally the poſterity of Iſrael. This may be 
thought by ſome; the effects of a fruitful 
imagination. Be this as it may, that concerns 
me little: it is certain theſe two periods of 
time, have an analogous correſpondence ; and 
this is ſufficient to authorize me to take no- 
tice of their ſimilarity. For we poor mortals 
cannot comprehend the infinite deſigns of the 
Almighty ; neither can we ſearch out God 
to perfection. But as we know, that there 
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+ to my computations. This is the number of | 
years, which I reckon to have elapſed from A 


_ 


(9) 
i" a certain analogy. of numbers, in other: 


parts of the Divine Hiſtory; it may therefore 
be ſo in the preſent inſtance, Hence we' alſo 


hope you will very ſoon experience betten days, 
There is however another analogy, to which, 
this prediction may poſſibly allude, according 


Four expulſion out of Egypt, to that out of 
the Holy Land: which, according to my 
chronology, was 1731 years. But, fince the 
latter event, you well know 1655 years have 

now paſſed away; to which if we add 76 
years more, it makes in the whole 1731 years 
likewiſe: and 76 years more, from this time, 
brings us up to the year 1866 of our ara; 


in which year, we have before ſhewn, the 


deſtruction of the dominion ef Anti-Chrift, 
and the commencement of Chriſt's temporal 


kingdom here on earth, is certainly to begin 


to take place, At which time, we are well 
aſſured, both in your and our ſeriptures, God 
will indeed work wonders, and ſhew forth 
marvellous things. If therefore, by this ex- 
preſſion of the Holy Spirit, we are to under- 
of ſtand 
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land, great and maryelous chings' to be wrought x 


in heaven and on earth, by God Almighty ; _ 
this prediction may poſſibly refer to that pe- 
riod, : But if the commencement of your 
final reſtoration, is to be. underſtood: as the | 
time of God's begining to ſhew forth mar- 
vellous things; then this e may relate 

to the prafent time. | 


This great 5 88 be it's fighi- 
fication which it will, it may now be well 
worth your while, ſeriouſly to weigh in your 
minds. And may the Holy Spirit inſpire you 
duly to confider theſe things; and ever to re- 
member, that in the hands of the great Jeho- 
vah, are the diſpoſal of all events. And let it 
never be forgotten you, that his Holy Spirit 
hath declared . Beh the days come, faith the 
Lord, that they fill no more ſay, the Lord 
% liveth, which brought up the children of 
10 Iſrael, out of the Land of Egypt. But; tlie 
Lord liveth, which brought up, and which 
« led the ſeed of the Houſe of Iſrael, out of the 
© north country, and from all countries 
&© whither I had driven them, and they ſhall 
&« dwell in their own land.” 


ws 


_ Vato 


1 ale 


PE? ”. 


me Loney for erer. J "Au | 
W ws your Gbpuestiods, 3 nd NEE 8 
Four petitions, as Be did thoſe of his ſervant 
Daniel, and“ give you {kill and underſtand- 


© ing” in theſe. matters is the ardent PO - 


- 


| 2 ” y * * tit. ** 
A2 * %. Kb * al. 5 7 COLE 


«7 


71 20 


2 
„0 


* 


- =» * 
; 722 
A . 


; 51 Ry 


| You our humble lervant, (Sons 
IJ 74 10g 


LAS je 
— 14 290 11 


2 
20 3 


in r [730 Webb 
* N : 4 


a 50 97 1 2774 e 353% 783 * 


9440 . | N broch 3 


WTR * 51 79 F344 Er To 
: ; * on * 


